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Municipal  Offices, 

Stone  Hall, 

Wallingford. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WALLINGFORD  AND  WANTAGE  DISTRICTS 
JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
1971.  As  is  usual,  it  includes  the  information  required  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  population  figures  for  1971,  based  presumably  on  the 
recent  Census,  showed  a  reduction  of  190  under  the  1970  figures. 
This  affected  all  Districts,  except  Wantage  Urban.  There  were 
1,083  live  births  and  623  deaths,  which  should  have  increased 
the  population  by  460.  Thus,  either  650  more  people  must  have 
left  the  Districts  than  have  moved  into  them,  or  (more  likely)  the 
previous  estimates  of  population  have  been  too  high. 

The  figure  for  live  births  was  31  higher  than  the  1970  total  of 
1,052  and  this  was  not  in  line  with  the  National  statistics  which 
showed  a  fall  of  1,317.  Most  of  the  increase  was  in  the  Wantage 
Rural  District,  which  had  26  more  live  births  than  in  1970.  The 
recent  formation  of  a  Family  Planning  sub-committee  in  the 
Wantage  Rural  District  appears  to  be  very  fortuitous  in  the  light 
of  these  figures.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that,  at 
the  time  of  writing  these  notes,  the  County  Council  has  arranged 
with  the  Oxford  Family  Planning  Association  for  the  domiciliary 
family  planning  service  to  begin  operating  in  North  Berkshire  on 
1st  July,  1972.  This,  it  is  hoped,  will  bring  the  benefits  of  family 
planning  to  many  of  those  who,  while  most  in  need,  would  other¬ 
wise  have  been  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  service.  All  advice 
and  supplies  will  be  free  to  this  group. 

Although  birth  control  is  obviously  necessary  if  the  population 
is  to  be  contained,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  a  decreasing  number 
of  productive  people  can  support  an  ever  increasing  number  of 
non-productive  people.  Although  human  ecology  up  to  now  has 
been  based  upon  a  substantial  wastage  of  life  at  all  ages,  we  have 
now  almost  eliminated  infectious  diseases  as  a  form  of  population 
control  and  are  pushing  ever  farther  afield  in  our  attempts  to  seek 
out  and  cure  the  other  killing  diseases.  We  must  at  the  same  time 
plan  our  future  social  organisation  more  realistically,  so  that  it 
may  be  able  to  cope  with  the  changing  situation. 
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The  illegitimate  birth  rate  remained  the  same  at  51  per  1,000 
live  births.  This  is  considerably  better  than  the  National  rate  of 
84  per  1,000  live  births.  The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  fell  to  9.2,  a  very  low  figure,  and  the  perinatal  mortality 
rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  of  infants  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births)  was  19.  These  figures  compare  well  with  the 
National  rates  of  12  and  22  respectively  and  indicate  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  local  maternity  services.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  (deaths  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births)  was  15. 
Although  this  was  higher  than  last  year  (when  it  was  8)  it  was 
still  a  very  reasonable  figure,  comparing  well  with  the  National 
rate  of  18  per  1,000  live  births.  Fluctuations  of  this  order  are  to 
be  expected  v/hen  dealing  with  such  small  numbers  of  deaths. 
There  were,  in  fact,  16  infant  deaths  (all  but  one  legitimate  in¬ 
fants),  1 1  under  one  week  old,  1  between  one  and  four  weeks’  of 
age  and  4  between  one  and  twelve  months’  of  age. 

There  were  623  deaths  during  the  year,  10  more  than  in  1970. 
Again,  the  corrected  death  rates  of  all  four  Districts  were  below 
the  National  rate  of  11.6  per  1,000  population,  although  Walling¬ 
ford  Borough  had  a  fairly  high  crude  death  rate  (17.8  per  1,000 
population)  because  of  the  relatively  large  number  of  elderly 
people  living  in  institutions  within  the  Borough.  The  most  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  deaths  from  particular  causes  was  in  cancer  of  the 
lung.  There  were  32  such  deaths  compared  with  20  in  1970  (and 
also  in  1969).  One  can  only  repeat  that  heavy  cigarette  smoking, 
the  main  cause  of  these  deaths,  exacts  a  high  price  for  the  doubt¬ 
ful  pleasure  it  gives  to  its  addicts.  Those  who  escape  lung  cancer 
will  probably  suffer  from  the  longer  torment  of  chronic  bron¬ 
chitis,  which  is  the  almost  inevitable  alternative  amongst  these 
unfortunate  people. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  considerably  less 
than  in  1970,  largely  because  of  the  expected  reduction  in  the 
cases  of  measles,  which  followed  the  improved  immunisation  rate. 
Measles  vaccination  in  the  infant  schools  has  been  started  again, 
so  that  a  further  fall  in  the  measles  case  rate  may  be  expected. 
Measles  is,  however,  a  highly  infectious  disease  and  an  immuni¬ 
sation  rate  of  about  90%  is  necessary  if  such  control  is  to  be 
established.  It  is  to  be  noted  that,  at  least  in  this  District,  the  old 
pattern  of  nationwide  winter  epidemics  every  two  years  has  been 
replaced  by  local  summer  outbreaks,  in  Wantage  Urban  District 
in  1970;  in  Grove  in  1971  and  in  Wallingford  Borough  in  1972. 
Will  it  be  Didcot’s  turn  next  year?  There  were  also  a  lot  less 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  though  this  was  not  due  to  any 
apparent  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  streptococcal  infect¬ 
ion,  which  has  remained  fairly  high.  The  14  cases  of  dysentery 
were  not  due  to  any  one  outbreak  but  were  simply  sporadic  cases 
of  no  particular  significance. 
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Several  changes  have  been  made  to  the  immunisation  schedules 
and  these,  together  with  a  changeover  to  computer  statistical  re¬ 
cording  in  the  County,  which  began  to  operate  in  April,  1971, 
mean  that  the  tables  on  immunisation  procedures  are  not  strictly 
comparable  with  those  for  1970.  The  changes  in  schedules  affect 
Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Whooping  Cough,  Polimyelitis  and  Smallpox. 
The  primary  courses  of  Triple  antigen  and  Polio  vaccine  are  now 
given  between  the  6th  and  12th  month,  when  a  better  antibody 
response  can  be  expected,  and  no  reinforcing  dose  is  required 
during  the  second  year.  It  is  also  proposed,  but  not  yet  in  oper¬ 
ation,  to  give  a  reinforcing  dose  of  polio  vaccine  and  tetanus 
toxoid  on  leaving  school.  Routine  smallpox  vaccination  in  infancy 
has  now  been  abandoned.  This  has  been  done  because  the  world¬ 
wide  control  of  smallpox  is  now  very  much  more  satisfactory  and 
it  is  no  longer  considered  reasonable  to  expose  infants  to  the  risk 
of  the  occasional  severe  reactions  to  smallpox  vaccination  when 
they  are  unlikely  ever  to  be  in  contact  with  the  disease  itself. 
Vaccination  is  still  recommended  for  those  who  may  be  at  special 
risk  at  some  time,  such  as  doctors,  nurses  and  public  health  staff 
and  for  those  travelling  to  parts  of  the  world  where  smallpox  still 
occurs  (indeed  it  is  obligatory  for  these  travellers).  It  is  considered 
that,  should  a  case  of  smallpox  be  introduced  into  this  country 
from  abroad,  the  routine  measures  which  are  now  used  and  which 
have  always  been  rapidly  successful  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  will  continue  to  be  effective.  Has  it  perhaps  been 
overlooked  that  this  effectiveness  must  be  at  least  partly  due  to  a 
substantial  measure  of  herd  immunity  in  the  population  produced 
by  routine  infant  vaccination?  In  the  countries  where  smallpox  is, 
or  has  been,  endemic,  its  control  has  always  been  achieved  by 
producing  this  very  herd  immunity  by  mass  vaccination  pro¬ 
cedures  ! 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  make  use  of  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  to  admit  an  old  lady  to  hos¬ 
pital  without  her  consent.  She  was  living  on  her  own  in  squalid 
conditions  and  had  become  almost  blind  and  extremely  deaf.  This 
state  of  affairs  had  become  progressively  worse  for  several  years 
and  was  aggravated  by  the  isolated  nature  of  her  home.  In  spite 
of  the  most  strenuous  efforts  by  the  district  nurse,  the  health  visitor 
and  others  (including  the  postman),  it  became  obvious  that  some¬ 
thing  must  be  done.  A  magistrates’  order  was  obtained  and  she 
was  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  where  she  was  very  happy 
and  content  until  her  death  a  few  months’  later. 

The  problem  of  disposing  of  farm  effluents  in  an  inoffensive 
manner  is  becoming  evermore  urgent  as  intensive  farming  methods 
are  increasingly  employed  and  residential  developments  creep 
closer  to  the  “land”.  Although  most  farmers  are  only  too  aware 
of  the  problem  and  do  what  they  can  to  minimise  it,  no  satis- 
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factory  answer  has  yet  been  found,  nor  is  it  likely  to  be  until  such 
effluents  are  properly  treated  at  disposal  works  like  other  trade 
effluents.  The  fact  that  there  are  such  large  volumes  produced 
only  makes  proper  treatment  more  necessary  and  it  seems  time 
that  the  Department  of  the  Environment  took  steps  to  introduce 
suitable  legislation.  Treatment  will  cost  a  lot  of  money  and  neither 
farmers  nor  local  authorities  will  be  willing  to  spend  it  unless  they 
are  obliged  to  do  so.  New  sewage  works  in  districts  where  such 
effluents  exist  or  are  likely  to  exist  should  be  designed  to  accept 
them  and  permission  to  operate  any  intensive  farming  unit  should 
be  conditional  upon  adequate  disposal  facilities  being  available. 
The  disposal  of  large  volumes  of  crude  sewage,  whether  of  animal 
or  human  origin,  on  to  land  is  a  form  of  environmental  pollution 
which  should  not  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  R.  Howell. 


July  1972 


POPULATION 


Area  in  Estimated  Mid-Year 

District  Acres  Population  Difference 

1970  1971 


Wallingford  Borough 

760 

6,190 

6,180 

—10 

Wantage  Urban 

2,797 

8,030 

8,340 

+  310 

Wallingford  Rural 

21,790 

24,060 

23,920 

—140 

Wantage  Rural 

72,781 

20,650 

20,300 

—350 

Combined  Districts 

98,128 

58,930 

58,740 

—190 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Crude 

Corrected 

No.  of  live  births  in  1971 

Birth  rate 

Birth  rate 

per  1 ,000 

per  1,000 

District 

Male  Female  Total 

population 

population 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

Wallingford  Borough 

49 

38  87 

14.4 

14.1 

13.4 

13.1 

Wantage  Urban 

65 

69  134 

16.3 

16.1 

16.5 

16.3 

Wallingford  Rural 

234 

227  461 

19.0 

19.3 

19.4 

19.7 

Wantage  Rural 

196 

205  401 

18.2 

19.8 

17.3 

18.8 

Combined  Districts 

544 

539  1,083 

17.9 

18.4 

England  and  Wales 

783,165 

16.0 

16.0 

16.0 

16.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Still  birth  rate 

per  1,000 

District 

No.  of  still  births 

total  births  (live  and  still) 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

Wallingford  Borough 

2 

2 

22.0 

22.0 

Wantage  Urban 

3 

2 

22.0 

15.0 

Wallingford  Rural 

6 

3 

13.0 

6.0 

Wantage  Rural 

4 

3 

11.0 

7.0 

Combined  Districts 

15 

10 

14.3 

9.2 

England  and  Wales 

10,341 

9,898 

13.0 

12.6 
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ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 


District  Number  of  illegitimate  births  per  annum 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970  1971 


Wallingford  Borough 

4 

3 

5 

5 

4  5 

3 

6 

4 

7 

Wantage  Urban 

8 

5 

3 

7 

6  8 

4 

9 

5 

4 

Wallingford  Rural 

19 

28 

23 

25 

18  37 

30 

30 

30 

23 

Wantage  Rural 

17 

17 

15 

17 

20  16 

25 

14 

15 

21 

Combined  Districts 

48 

53 

46 

54 

48  66 

62 

59 

54 

55 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  births  (Com¬ 
bined  Districts) 

47 

53 

40 

46 

40  56 

49 

51 

51 

51 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  births  (England 

and  Wales) 

66 

69 

72 

77 

79  84 

85 

84 

83 

84 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

Crude  death 

Corrected  death 

No.  of  deaths 

rate  per  1,000 

rate  per  1,000 

District 

1971 

population 

population 

Male  Female  Total 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

Wallingford  Borough 

47 

63 

110 

15.5 

17.8 

9.6 

11.0 

Wantage  Urban 

34 

46 

80 

10.7 

9.6 

9.6 

8.6 

Wallingford  Rural 

117 

146 

263 

10.8 

11.0 

9.8 

10.0 

Wantage  Rural 

97 

73 

170 

8.2 

8.4 

10.5 

10.8 

Combined  Districts 

295 

328 

623 

10.4 

10.6 

England  and  Wales 

567,345 

11.7 

11.6 

11.7 

11.6 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

District 

No.  of  infant  deaths 

Infant  mortality  rate 

under  12  months  of  age 

per  1 ,000  live  births 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

Wallingford  Borough 

3 

0 

34 

0 

Wantage  Urban 

1 

2 

8 

15 

Wallingford  Rural 

2 

5 

4 

11 

Wantage  Rural 

2 

9 

5 

22 

Combined  Districts 

8 

16 

8 

15 

England  and  Wales 

14,269 

13,726 

18 

18 

8 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 

Triple  Antigen  1971 


District 

Under 

1  year 

1 

year 

2 

years 

3 

years 

4-16 

years 

Total 

Wallingford  Borough 
Primary  Course 

29 

62 

7 

5 

103 

Booster 

— 

43 

11 

3 

2 

59 

Wallingford  Rural 

Primary  Course 

118 

323 

9 

6 

5 

461 

Booster 

— 

— 

41 

7 

4 

52 

Wantage  Urban 

Primary  Course 

29 

76 

— 

10 

— 

115 

Booster 

— 

— 

13 

8 

— 

21 

Wantage  Rural 

Primary  Course 

87 

290 

5 

3 

— 

385 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

12 

Combined  Districts 

263 

794 

86 

54 

11 

1,208 

Diphtheria  and 

District  Under 

1  year 

Tetanus  Immunisation 

1  2  3 

year  years  years 

1971 

4-16 

years 

Total 

Wallingford  Borough 

Primary  Course  — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Booster  — 

— 

— 

17 

108 

125 

Wallingford  Rural 

Primary  Course  — 

— 

— 

— 

42 

42 

Booster  — 

— 

6 

4 

386 

396 

Wantage  Urban 

Primary  Course  — 

— 

— 

5 

3 

8 

Booster  — 

— 

— 

10 

82 

92 

Wantage  Rural 

Primary  Course  — 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Booster  — 

— 

— 

8 

300 

308 

Combined  Districts  — 

— 

6 

46 

930 

982 
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Smallpox  Vaccination  1971 


District  9-12 

months 

1 

year 

2-4 

years 

5-15 

years 

Over  15 
years 

Total 

Wallingford  Borough 

Primary  — 

47 

39 

7 

9 

102 

Re-Vacc  — 

— 

— 

5 

19 

24 

Wallingford  Rural 

Primary  — 

194 

88 

21 

9 

312 

Re-Vacc  — 

— 

8 

16 

103 

127 

Wantage  Urban 

Primary  — 

87 

39 

3 

— 

129 

Re-Vacc  — 

— 

6 

63 

14 

83 

Wantage  Rural 

Primary  — 

117 

65 

19 

— 

201 

Re-Vacc  — 

— 

21 

29 

37 

87 

Combined  Districts  — 

445 

266 

163 

191 

1,065 

Oral  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  1971 


District 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4-16 

1  year 

year 

years 

years 

years 

Total 

Wallingford  Borough 

Primary  Course 

29 

59 

5 

5 

— 

98 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

19 

96 

115 

Wallingford  Rural 

Primary  Course 

117 

316 

5 

4 

5 

447 

Booster 

— 

— > 

39 

6 

359 

404 

Wantage  Urban 

Primary  Course 

28 

68 

— 

8 

— 

104 

Booster 

— 

— 

9 

7 

80 

96 

Wantage  Rural 

Primary  Course 

86 

291 

4 

3 

— 

384 

Booster 

— 

— - 

— 

12 

294 

306 

Combined  Districts 

260 

734 

62 

64 

834 

1,954 

10 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  1971 


School 

Number  positive 
at  first  skin  test 
1969  1970'  1971 

Number 
Vaccinated 
1969  1970 

1971 

Wallingford  Grammar 

5 

2 

* 

50 

52 

* 

Blackstone  County  Sec. 

7 

9 

* 

67 

96 

* 

King  Alfred’s  Grammar 

4 

* 

50 

30 

* 

49 

Icknieid  County  Sec. 

4 

2 

* 

76 

75 

* 

Didcot  Girl’s  Grammar 

5 

* 

65 

52 

* 

61 

St.  Birinus  County  Sec. 

4 

3 

* 

91 

87 

* 

Cranford  House  P.N.E.U. 

— 

1 

25 

— 

19 

23 

Segsbury 

3 

* 

79 

54 

* 

70 

The  Downs 

1 

2 

114 

58 

64 

108 

St.  Frideswides’  County  Sec. 

4 

5 

* 

87 

109 

* 

Total 

37 

24 

333 

565 

502 

311 

*Sessions  postponed  until  1972. 


Measles  Immunisation  1971 


District 

Under 

1  year 

1 

year 

2 

years 

3 

years 

4-16 

years 

Total 

Wallingford  Borough 
Primary 

4 

83 

16 

4 

3 

110 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wallingford  Rural 

Primary 

— 

283 

14 

5 

8 

310 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wantage  Urban 

Primary 

— 

41 

3 

4 

48 

Booster 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wantage  Rural 

Primary 

4 

176 

89 

42 

124 

435 

Booster 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Combined  Districts 

8 

583 

122 

55 

135 

903 

11 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Wfd.  Wantage  Wfd.  Wantage  Total 

Total 

Boro 

U.D. 

R.D. 

R.D. 

1971 

1970 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  meningitis 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

3 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

9 

1 

4 

14 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

2 

5 

9 

30 

Infective  jaundice 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Leprosy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leptospirosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

7 

2 

64 

74 

227 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

7 

— 

13 

20 

42 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

4 

4 

1 

9 

18 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

2 

2 

3 

7 

2 

Yellow  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

33 

12 

90 

136 

330 

12 


CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Centre 

Aston  Tirrold 
Blewbury 
Brightwell 
Cholsey 

Compton 
East  Challow 
East  Hanney 
East  Hendred 
Grove 
Hermitage 
Long  Wittenham 
Wallingford 


Address  and  when  held 

Village  Hall;  First  Tuesday,  10-11  a.m.  (Advisory  only) 
Parish  Hall;  First  Tuesday,  2.30-4  p.m.  (Advisory  only) 
Village  Hall;  First  Wednesday,  3.0-4.0  p.m. 

The  Sports  Pavilion;  Second  and  Fourth  Wednesdays, 
2.0-4.0  p.m. 

Village  Hall;  Third  Wednesday,  2.0-4.15  p.m. 

Village  Hall;  3rd  Monday,  2.30-4.0  p.m. 

Village  Hall;  First  Wednesday,  2.0-4.0  p.m. 

Parish  Hall;  Fourth  Thursday,  3.0-4.30  p.m. 

Grove  Hall;  Second  and  Fourth  Fridays,  2.0-4.0  p.m. 
Village  Hall;  Second  Monday,  2.0-4.30  p.m. 

Village  Hall;  First  Tuesday,  2.30-4.0  p.m. 

Community  Centre;  First  and  Third  Fridays, 

2.0-4.0  p.m. 


Centre 

Didcot 


Wallingford 

Wantage 


FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS 

Address  and  when  held 

The  Didcot  Health  Centre;  Every  Monday  and 
Thursday,  7. 0-9.0  p.m.  (Appointments  can  be  booked 
also  by  ’phoning  Didcot  4211  during  office  hours) 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital;  Every  Wednesday,  7-8.30  p.m.; 
Second  and  Fourth  Wednesday,  10  a.m.-12  noon. 

Wantage  Hospital;  First  Wednesday  of  each  month 
and  Third  Wednesday  in  April,  July  and  October 
1972.  2.0-3.30  p.m.  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth 
Thursday;  7.0-8.30  p.m. 


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINICS 

Address  and  when  held 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Third  or  Fourth  Wednesday, 

2.0-4  p.m. 

Wantage  Hospital;  Second  or  Fourth  Wednesday, 

2.0-4  p.m. 

MOBILE  CHEST  X-RAY  SERVICE 

The  Unit  visits  as  follows:  — 

Didcot  The  Health  Centre,  Broadway;  Tuesdays,  10.0  a.m. 

Wantage  Wantage  Hospital;  Mondays,  4.0  p.m. 

The  Unit  remains  at  each  site  for  approximately  \  hour.  It  does  not 
operate  on  Christmas  Eve  or  Bank  Holidays  or  during  the  month  of 
August. 


Centre 

Wallingford 

Wantage 
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BOROUGH  OF  WALLINGFORD 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
WATER  SUPPLY 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water 
from  main  piped  supplies. 

Forty-six  samples  of  chlorinated  water  as  distributed  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Two  of  these  samples,  both  from 
the  same  source,  an  outside  tap,  were  found  to  be  contaminated. 
Persons  using  the  tap  were  advised  to  boil  all  water  before  con¬ 
sumption.  The  water  board  was  informed  and  after  an  investi¬ 
gation  they  declared  the  source  fit,  and  further  samples  have  all 
been  satisfactory. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  as  supplied  is  0.12  parts  per 
million.  On  a  number  of  occasions  the  Borough  Council  has  in¬ 
dicated  to  the  Water  Board  that  they  are  in  favour  of  fluoridation 
of  the  water  supply,  but  because  of  the  opposition  of  a  lively 
minority  of  councils,  the  Board  has  so  far  refused  to  increase 
the  fluoride  content  of  the  water. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Sewage  from  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  pumped  for  treatment 
to  the  Wallingford  Rural  District  Councils  disposal  works  at 
Cholsey,  this  arrangement  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Surveys  of  the  older  sewers  in  the  Borough,  revealed  that  they 
were  in  poor  repair  and  a  scheme  for  their  relaying  has  now  been 
prepared  and  the  work  will  commence  within  the  next  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  properties  in  the  Borough 
has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  a  team  of  three 
loaders  and  a  driver. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  weekly  collection  the  Council  will  on 
request,  arrange  for  the  collection  of  extra  or  bulky  domestic 
refuse  free  of  charge.  To  supplement  this  service  a  container  is 
provided  at  the  Councils  Depot  where  refuse  may  be  dumped 
by  local  residents.  This  container  is  then  removed  by  a  contractor. 
During  the  year  the  large  volume  of  refuse  placed  in  this  con¬ 
tainer  gave  rise  to  concern  that  it  was  being  misused,  either  by 
commercial  firms  using  it  for  large  scale  waste  disposal  or  by 
persons  from  outside  the  Borough.  A  survey  was  carried  out 
during  the  summer,  of  persons  using  the  container  and  the  type 
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of  material  deposited.  It  was  found  that  approximately  86%  of 
the  persons  were  resident  in  the  Borough  and  approximately  91% 
was  domestic  refuse.  It  was,  therefore  decided  that  this  was  a 
much  needed  service  and  should  be  continued  without  restriction. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  domestic  refuse  collected  in  the  Borough  is  taken  to  the 
Wallingford  Rural  District  Council  tip  for  disposal.  This  system 
continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  The  life  of  this  tip  being  very 
limited,  negotiations  have  taken  place  between  the  Borough 
Council,  the  Rural  District  Council  and  owners  of  a  gravel  pit 
to  consider  the  use  of  a  pit  as  a  refuse  tip.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
alternative  site  will  be  available  before  the  existing  tip  is  full. 

STREET  CLEANSING 

All  the  adopted  roads  in  the  Borough  are  swept  at  least  once 
a  week  by  the  Council’s  Bedford  Lacre  Road  Sweeper.  This  is 
supported  by  a  hand  sweeper  who  concentrates  on  the  town 
centre. 

PEST  CONTROL 

Summary  of  rodent  work  carried  out:  — 

Inspections 

Premises  other  than  agricultural  85 

Agricultural  Premises  — 


85  46 


Treatments 

46 


OTHER  PESTS 

Two  outbreaks  of  fleas  were  reported  during  this  year.  One  was 
a  very  slight  infestation  in  a  modern  house  probably  caused  by 
fleas  brought  in  by  the  domestic  pets.  This  house  was  given  one 
treatment  and  no  further  trouble  has  occurred. 

The  second  outbreak  occurred  when  an  old  house  that  had  been 
empty  for  some  time  was  re-occupied  and  a  serious  infestation  of 
fleas  was  encountered.  Several  treatments  were  necessary  before 
all  fleas  were  destroyed. 

One  infestation  of  bed  bugs  was  reported.  This  was  in  a  house 
where  the  standard  of  cleanliness  appeared  to  be  very  good.  The 
infestation,  however,  was  well  established  throughout  all  the  bed¬ 
rooms  in  the  house  and  several  treatments  using  sprays,  powder, 
and  smoke  generators  were  carried  out  before  the  complaints 
stopped. 
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There  was  one  reported  infestation  by  beetles  which  on  in¬ 
vestigation  proved  to  be  carpet  beetles.  The  source  of  trouble  was 
almost  certainly  the  large  number  of  birds  nests  built  under  the 
eaves  of  the  affected  property.  The  beetles  were  easily  removed 
by  treatments  with  powder,  but  as  the  occupant  was  loath  to 
remove  the  nests  it  is  expected  that  the  infestation  will  re-occur. 

Forty  one  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  summer 
months,  and  two  swarms  of  bees  were  reported  to  a  local  bee¬ 
keeper  who  removed  them. 

MILK  SAMPLES 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination  and  38  passed  the  appropriate  test.  The  one  failure 
was  reported  to  the  dairy  and  the  local  authority  in  whose  area 
the  dairy  is  situated.  Further  tests  of  the  same  type  of  milk 
proved  satisfactory. 

One  farm  in  the  Borough  supplies  untreated  milk  for  human 
consumption.  During  the  year  nineteen  samples  were  taken  and 
tested  for  Brucellosis.  Two  were  positive.  As  there  had  been  a 
previous  instance  at  this  farm,  a  heat  treatment  order  was  served 
on  the  farmer.  Following  this  the  farmer  disposed  of  all  the  cows 
in  the  suspect  herd,  disinfected  their  sheds,  and  then  after  a  lapse 
of  a  month,  further  cows  were  purchased.  Subsequent  samples  of 
milk  taken  before  heat  treatment  proved  to  be  Brucella  free  and 
the  order  was  lifted. 

CREAM  SAMPLES 

Forty  samples  of  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  four 
(10%)  of  these  were  found  to  be  contaminated  to  some  extent. 
None  showed  any  pathogenic  or  coliform  organisms  and  were 
therefore  safe  for  human  consumption,  but  the  continued  high 
incidence  of  bacteria  in  the  samples  means  that  a  careful  watch 
must  be  kept  on  this  product  in  future. 

ICE  CREAM 

Twenty  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  All 
registered  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  all 
owners  or  occupiers  of  the  premises  notified  of  any  contraventions. 
The  general  standard  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  ice  cream 
is  manufactured  in  the  Borough. 

There  appears  to  be  a  trend  towards  the  “Italian  Style”  open 
ice  cream  as  opposed  to  fully  wrapped  ice  cream.  Whilst  this  is 
more  open  to  contamination,  it  appears  that  provided  the  scoops 
etc.  are  kept  clean,  no  trouble  should  be  experienced. 

Several  companies  operated  vans  selling  ice  cream  in  the 
Borough.  Whilst  the  method  and  time  of  operation  of  these  ve- 
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hides  makes  it  impossible  to  ensure  that  all  are  checked  regularly, 
the  general  standard  of  hygiene  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Twelve  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  the  following  result:  — 

8  Placed  in  Provisional  Grade  I. 

2  Placed  in  Provisional  Grade  II. 

2  Placed  in  Provisional  Grade  IV. 

Those  placed  in  grade  IV  were  resampled  and  returned  in 
Grade  I. 


COOKED  MEATS 

Whilst  there  is  still  a  problem  with  this  product  the  increase 
of  pre-sliced  and  wrapped  meat,  which  is  cut  under  ideal  con¬ 
ditions,  has  reduced  the  number  of  poor  samples.  There  are, 
however,  still  a  large  number  of  slicing  machines  in  food  shops 
which  are  potential  carriers  of  infection. 

Fifteen  cooked  meat  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  — 
two  of  which  showed  higher  bacteriological  counts  than  is  de¬ 
sirable.  This  means  that  13%  were  unsatisfactory  compared  with 
23%  last  year. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1970  (FIXED  PREMISES) 


Type  of  No.  of  Compliance 

Business  premises  with  Reg.  16 

(at  end  of  year) 

No.  where 
Reg.  79 
applies 

Compliance 
with  Reg.  19 

Butcher 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Grocer 

10 

10 

7 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Cafes 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Hotels 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Confectioners 

10 

10 

— 

— 

Public  Houses 

13 

13 

13 

13 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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The  following  number  of  visits  were  made  to  food  premises 
during  the  year:  — 

Type  of  Business  Number  of  Visits 


Butchers 

37 

Grocers 

45 

Greengrocers 

15 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

18 

Fishmongers 

12 

Cafes 

53 

Hotels 

5 

Bakers 

12 

Confectioners 

38 

Public  Houses 

26 

Off  Licence 

3 

Visits  were  also  made  to  schools,  hospitals  and  old  peoples 
homes  kitchens,  making  a  total  of  279  visits  made  in  connection 
with  the  food  hygiene  regulations. 

Sixteen  informal  notices  were  served  on  owners  or  occupiers 
and  all  were  complied  with. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

(MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 

All  food  stalls  in  the  market,  and  hot  dog  traders  operating 
in  the  town,  are  inspected  regularly  and  contraventions  pointed 
out  to  the  stall  holders.  It  is  now  rare  to  find  a  vehicle  or  stall 
that  does  not  comply,  but  the  stall-holders  will  “forget”  to  set  up 
the  washing  facilities  if  allowed  to. 

WALLINGFORD  FAIR 

The  following  food  stalls  were  present  at  the  annual  fair:  — 
10  Hot  dogs 
6  Candy  floss 
3  Toffee  apples  and  sweets 
3  Fish  and  chips 

All  were  inspected  during  the  first  day  of  the  fair  and  the 
following  defects  noted:  — 

1  Stall  had  no  hot  water 

3  Stalls  had  no  name  and  address  displayed 

3  Stalls  did  not  have  either  soap,  nailbrush,  or  towel. 

Stallholders  were  notified  of  any  defects  to  their  stalls  and  on 
subsequent  inspections  all  were  satisfactory. 
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PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


(a)  Sale  of  ice  cream 

(b)  Fish  —  Frying 

(c)  Sausage  making,  ham  boiling,  etc., 

(d)  Bakehouses 

(e)  Preparation  of  “take  away”  meals 


20 

3 

8 

2 

1 


DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

All  fresh  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  is 
sprayed  with  liquid  acid  green  and  destroyed.  All  condemned  or 
surrendered  tinned  or  frozen  food  is  removed  by  the  local 
authority  to  their  refuse  tip  where  it  is  dumped  and  buried  under 
the  refuse. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  were  two  bakehouses  in  the  Borough.  Both  were  inspected 
on  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory. 

IMPORTED  FOOD 

With  the  growth  of  the  container  system  of  transport  it  is  now 
possible  for  a  consignment  of  imported  food  to  be  delivered  any¬ 
where  in  the  country  without  its  customary  check  by  Port  Health 
Inspectors  at  the  point  of  entry.  One  such  container  was  delivered 
to  the  Borough  during  the  year.  It  contained  drums  of  honey 
which  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

HOUSES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Four  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  and  two  houses 
that  had  been  the  subject  of  closing  orders  were  made  fit  and  the 
closing  orders  lifted. 

All  premises  in  the  Borough  occupied  by  large  numbers  of 
unrelated  persons,  e.g.  flats,  old  peoples  home,  colleges  etc.,  were 
visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  accompanied  by  the  local 
Fire  Prevention  Officer.  All  owners,  or  other  persons  in  authority, 
were  informed  of  any  defects  and  generally  advised  how  to  make 
their  premises  safer  in  case  of  fire.  Much  of  the  work  suggested 
has  been  carried  out  or  is  in  hand. 

The  only  site  for  moveable  dwellings  in  the  town  is  a  small 
council  operated  camping  and  caravan  site  at  the  Riverside  Park. 
This  site  is  for  holiday  purposes  only,  the  maximum  stay  permit¬ 
ted  being  fourteen  days. 
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During  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  visits  were  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  respect  of  various  aspects  of 


housing:  — 

Houses  inspected  for  defects  71 

Houses  inspected  concerning  Improvement  Grants  58 
Inspection  of  Works  at  Private  houses  under  the 

Building  Regulations  203 

Other  Building  Regulation  Inspections  48 


IMPROVEMENT  AREA 

Following  the  survey  of  an  area  of  the  town  at  the  end  of  1970, 
plans  were  drawn  up  showing  possible  improvements  to  the  area. 
These  plans  were  then  offered  to  the  residents  for  their  comments 
after  which  they  were  revised.  A  series  of  meetings  were  then 
held  at  which  the  residents  of  each  street  in  the  area  were  invited 
to  meet  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  discuss  the  proposals  for  their  street  in  detail  follow¬ 
ing  which  meetings  the  plans  were  again  revised.  A  meeting  and 
exhibition,  to  which  all  residents  and  owners  were  invited  to¬ 
gether  with  Council  Members,  was  arranged  and  the  area  was 
discussed.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  for  the  Council  Mem¬ 
bers  to  gauge  the  feelings  of  the  residents  about  the  improvement 
proposals.  As  one  or  two  points  were  not  completely  cleared  up, 
a  questionnaire  was  compiled  and  delivered  to  each  house  in  the 
area.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  answers  to  this  questionnaire 
were  being  received.  These  will  be  presented  to  the  Housing 
Committee  with  a  view  to  declaring  the  area  formally  as  a  General 
Improvement  Area  early  in  1972. 

BATHING  PLACE 

The  Borough  Council  own  and  maintain  an  open  air  heated 
swimming  pool  and  paddling  pool  at  the  Riverside  Park  near 
Wallingford  bridge. 

Apart  from  some  minor  troubles  the  recirculation  and  puri¬ 
fication  plant  to  the  swimming  pool  has  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily.  The  paddling  pool  plant  however,  broke  down  at 
the  end  of  the  summer. 

In  addition  to  the  Council  pool  there  are  three  school  swimming 
pools  in  the  Borough  which  were  all  satisfactory. 

Twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  pools.  All  were 
within  the  acceptable  bacteriological  limits. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  recording  apparatus  will  have  been  in  action  for  three 
years  at  the  beginning  of  February  1972.  The  picture  built  up 
over  this  period  will  be  used  to  ascertain  what  effect,  if  any,  Didcot 
Power  Station,  or  any  other  source,  has  on  the  pollution  levels  in 
the  Borough. 
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NOISE  LEVELS 

Using  the  noise  level  meter,  purchased  by  the  Wallingford  and 
Wantage  Joint  Public  Health  Committee,  noise  levels  are  being 
taken  regularly  at  a  number  of  points  in  the  Borough  in  order 
to  build  up  a  set  of  present  normal  levels  so  that  the  effect  which 
any  future  development  may  have  on  the  noise  level  in  any  area 
will  be  known. 

In  addition  to  this  an  extensive  survey,  of  noise  levels,  has  been 
carried  out  on  the  site  of  the  proposed  Millbrook  Development 
to  ascertain  what  conditions  will  exist  in  and  around  the  new 
houses.  Results  so  far  obtained  indicate  that,  unless  some  action 
is  taken,  complaints  may  be  expected  concerning  the  noise  levels 
at  certain  parts  of  the  proposed  estate. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  were  examined  and 
voluntarily  surrendered. 

Tinned  Meat  100  lbs  14  ozs.  —  In  nearly  all  cases,  this  had  been 

confined  to  large  tins  of  ham, 
tongue,  and  pressed  meats  which 
have  not  been  sufficiently  pro¬ 
cessed  and  the  tins  have  sub¬ 
sequently  blown. 

Frozen  Food  1,430  Pkts.  —  The  amounts  surrendered  were 
(other  than  unpacked)  due  to  breakdowns  in  refriger¬ 

ation  plants. 

Meat  61  lbs.  —  Meat  condemned  at  butchers 

(Other  than  from  slaughter  shops,  cafes  and  schools,  usually 
house)  due  to  bone  taint  or  “heating”. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

The  following  complaints  were  received  concerning  food:  — 

1.  Mouldy  cheese — The  complainant  brought  a  piece  of  cheese 
wrapped  in  a  cellophane  wrapper.  On  examination  the  cheese  was 
found  to  be  green  on  one  side.  This  was  found  not  to  be  mould 
but  a  green  dye  that  was  used  at  the  shop  for  labelling  which  had 
got  onto  the  cellophane  used  for  wrapping  and  had  not  been 
noticed  by  the  person  using  it.  As  the  dye  was  an  edible  one  the 
shop  was  warned  to  be  more  careful  but  no  further  action  taken. 

2.  Mouldy  Bread — Two  complaints  were  received  on  the  same 
day  concerning  mould  on  sliced  loaves  from  the  same  shop.  On 
visiting  the  shop  it  was  found  that  complaints  had  also  been 
made  to  them,  so  the  whole  of  one  batch  of  sliced  bread  was 
removed  from  sale  and  destroyed. 
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The  bakery  concerned  was  notified  and  it  was  admitted  that  a 
batch  of  loaves  which  had  inadvertently  been  sliced  and  wrapped 
whilst  still  warm  had  given  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints.  The 
local  authority  in  whose  area  the  bakery  is  situated  was  contacted. 
They  had  knowledge  of  the  mistake  and  were  considering  institut¬ 
ing  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  loaves  from  this  batch  sold  in 
their  district.  In  view  of  this  no  further  action  was  taken. 

3.  Short  weight  packet  of  Potato  Crisps — Complaint  was  made 
concerning  a  packet  of  potato  crisps  which  were  claimed  to  be 
underweight.  The  packet  was  produced  un -opened  and  on  examin¬ 
ation  found  to  contain  four  medium  size  crisps.  It  was  considered 
that  this  was  a  matter  for  the  weights  and  measures  inspector  and 
was  therefore  passed  on  to  the  Consumer  Protection  Department 
of  Berkshire  County  Council. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

100%  inspection  is  carried  out  at  the  one  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Borough. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  condition  of  the  slaughterhouse 
roof  gave  cause  for  concern  due  to  water  penetration. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

291 

54 

15 

594 

1397 

Number  Inspected 

291 

54 

15 

594 

1397 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

1 

3 

2 

— 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

24 

10 

2 

6 

89 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

8.6 

24.1 

26.6 

1.0 

7.3 

There  was  no  incidence  of  either  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis 
during  the  year. 

Over  the  last  five  years  the  percentage  of  all  animals  affected 
with  disease  has  remained  fairly  constant. 

1967  6.4,  1968  5.5,  1969  6.3,  1970  5.8,  1971  6.4. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  change  in  the  numbers  of  each 
type  of  animal  killed.  The  number  of  cattle  has  stayed  relatively 
static  over  the  last  five  years  (398  in  1967  compared  with  360  in 
1971). 
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The  popularity  of  lamb  however,  has  declined  as  that  of  pork 


has  increased:  — 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

Pigs 

1967 

2246 

846 

1968 

1355 

875 

1969 

1167 

1252 

1970 

1509 

1640 

1971 

594 

1397 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  this  turn  around  of  popularity 
reflects  a  change  in  the  two  meats  popularity  with  the  housewife 
or  a  preference  on  the  part  of  the  farmer  for  pigs  which  can  be 
subjected  to  intensive  farming  methods  more  easily  than  sheep 
and  therefore  provide  greater  and  quicker  profits.  If  this  is  the 
case  it  is  possible  that,  with  the  cut  back  in  New  Zealand  Lamb 
caused  by  entry  into  the  Common  Market,  lamb  will  become  very 
scarce  and  be  considered  a  luxury  commodity. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


Factories  Act  1961 


Part  One  of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections 


Number  Number  of 

on  Written  Occupiers 

register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  local  authority 

1 

1  — 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 

57 

20  — 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

2 

5  — 

TOTAL 

60 

26  — 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were 

FOUND 

Particulars  Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Number  of  Defects 
Remedied 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  6 

6 

— 

Defective  Sanitary 
Conveniences  1 

1 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outworkers — Nil. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

During  the  year  87  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  with 
particular  reference  to  the  Act,  in  the  course  of  which  17  minor 
contraventions  were  found  and  pointed  out  to  persons  responsible. 
All  were  remedied  without  the  need  for  any  formal  action. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  number  of  premises  were 
registered:  — 


Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 


34 

81 

4 


the  Public 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 


9 

1 


129 


Four  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
investigated  and  the  appropriate  advice  given. 

July,  1972. 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  supply  of  water  for  the  town  continues  to  be  drawn  from 
the  boreholes  in  Manor  Road  augmented  by  the  trunk  mains  from 
Childrey  Warren.  The  chlorine  dosage  is  0.25  parts  per  million 
and  the  fluoride  content  is  0.1  parts  per  million. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  both  treated  and  raw  water  have  been 
taken  from  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  mains  supply.  All 
samples  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

There  are  3016  dwellings  situated  in  the  district  supplied  direct 
by  public  mains.  Of  the  two  supplies  reported  last  year  as  having 
external  standpipes,  one  dwelling  has  been  improved  and  now 
has  an  internal  supply.  The  other  is  scheduled  for  improvements 
in  the  near  future. 

There  are  eight  private  boreholes  or  wells  in  the  district  giving 
private  supplies  to  14  properties.  Following  discussions  with  the 
owners,  two  of  these  supplies  have  now  had  chlorination  plants 
installed  and  samples  from  these  supplies  have  since  proved 
satisfactory. 

A  total  of  18  samples  has  been  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  from  private  supplies  in  the  district.  Twelve  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  six  unsatisfactory.  The  latter  were  taken 
before  the  installation  of  chlorination  plants. 

In  every  case  where  a  contamination  occurs  householders  are 
warned  of  the  danger  and  strongly  advised  to  boil  all  water  used 
for  domestic  and  drinking  purposes. 

MILK  AND  MILK  PRODUCTS 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  from  various  shops  in 
the  town.  All  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and 
no  cases  of  overstocking  have  occurred. 

Two  samples  of  untreated  milk  have  been  taken  for  examin¬ 
ation  for  brucella  abortus.  These  samples  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

CREAM 

Two  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation;  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Following  discussions 
with  shopkeepers,  most  shops  have  now  instituted  their  own 
coding  systems  and  no  retention  of  old  stock  has  been  observed. 
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YOGHURT 

Nine  samples  of  yoghurt  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation;  eight  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  one  was  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  latter  was  due  to  poor  storage  conditions. 
This  was  rectified  and  on  re-sampling  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM 

Samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  from  the  various  hotels, 
cafe’s  and  shops  in  the  town.  Joint  sampling  at  the  Tonibell  Depot 
has  continued  with  the  Wantage  R.D.C.  Health  Department.  A 
number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  at  the  Depot. 
However,  following  strict  supervision  of  the  cleansing  and  sterili¬ 
zation  of  both  plant  and  vehicles  used  by  the  roundsmen,  no 
further  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained. 

In  all  54  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results:  — 
Grade  —  1  2  3  4 

No.  of  samples  —  34  7  9  4 

OTHER  FOODS 

Fifteen  samples  of  meat  pies,  etc.  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  retention  of  old  stock  has  been  observed  and  there  have  been 
no  complaints  regarding  meat  pies. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970 

Comply  with  Reg.  19  Comply  with 
Trade  Number  Reg.  16  applies  Reg.  19 


Bakers,  Shops,  Bakehouses 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Butchers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Cafes,  Canteens,. Restaurants  7 

7 

7 

7 

Chemists 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Wet  Fish 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fried  Fish 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers 

6 

6 

— 

4 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

18 

17 

18 

18 

Hotels  &  Licensed  Premises 

16 

15 

16 

16 

Public  Halls  and  Clubs 

9 

5 

9 

7 

School  Meals  Kitchens 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sweet  Shops 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Other  Premises 

8 

8 

7 

7 

Totals  101 

95 

85 

87 

30 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

There  are  101  food  premises  in  the  district  which  are  inspected 
from  time  to  time.  In  most  cases  standards  have  been  satisfactory 
but  where  there  were  difficulties  more  frequent  visits  were  made. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


The  following  foods  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  All  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  and  burned  or  buried  on  the  Tip  under  supervision. 


Fresh  Foods 
Meat 

Canned  Foods 
Meat 

Frozen  Foods 
Fish 

Vegetables 

Poultry 

Meat 

Others 


41.44  pounds 

60.00  pounds 

68.71  pounds 
154.51  pounds 
35.70  pounds 
32.25  pounds 
69.47  pounds 


462.08  pounds 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district.  Routine 
inspection  of  poultry  in  shops  is  carried  out.  No  seizures  were 
made  during  the  year. 

One  sample  of  cooked  chicken  was  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  this  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

The  following  food  complaints  have  been  investigated  and 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  informally  during  the  year. 

1.  Foreign  matter  in  French  loaf. 

2.  Naringen  in  tin  of  grapefruit. 

3.  Stale  doughnuts. 

4.  Discoloration  of  chicken. 

5.  Mould  on  fruit  pie. 

6.  Damaged  container  of  ice-cream. 

7.  Insect  in  grapefruit. 

8.  Foreign  matter  in  bread. 

9.  Mould  on  bread. 

10.  Rancid  pack  of  lard. 

11.  Insect  in  tin  of  strawberries. 

12.  Glass  in  bottle  of  milk. 

13.  Insect  in  pack  of  self-raising  flour. 

14.  Crystals  on  bacon. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  from  public  and  school  swimming  pools  in  the  area.  Six 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  latter  was  obtained  from  a  school  pool  which  was  using  hand 
dosage  with  chlorine  granules.  The  pool  was  closed  until  adequate 
levels  were  reached.  Following  discussions  the  dosage  rates  were 
increased  and  no  further  problems  were  experienced. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  Haven  Vale  Residential  Caravan  Site  off  Garston  Lane, 
which  is  licensed  for  27  moveable  dwellings  under  the  Caravan 
Sites  Control  and  Development  Act  of  1960,  has  been  regularly 
inspected  throughout  the  year.  Numerous  discussions  have  taken 
place  with  the  Manager  of  the  site  and  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  carried  out.  Many  of  the  older  caravans  are  now 
being  replaced  with  the  larger  moveable  home  units  and  it  is 
hoped  that  improvements  will  be  made  in  the  near  future  to  the 
site  and  toilet  block. 

Fewer  problems  than  previously  reported  have  been  experienced 
with  condensation  in  the  caravans.  It  is  hoped  that  the  newer 
mobile  home  units  with  better  insulation  will  reduce  this  problem 
further. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  60  cu.  yd.  refuse  vehicle  has  proved  adequate  for  the 
collection  of  refuse  and  no  problems  were  experienced  during  the 
year.  The  use  of  the  two  tips  near  Abingdon  used  by  the  Council 
last  year  has  since  been  discontinued.  A  new  tip  has  been  opened 
near  Marcham,  which  is  owned  by  the  Abingdon  R.D.C.,  and 
refuse  is  now  taken  to  this  tip  by  the  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

The  S.  Hill  Tip  off  Manor  Road  has  now  been  made  available 
at  all  times  to  householders  for  the  disposal  of  bulky  items  of 
refuse.  However,  the  life  of  the  site  is  now  limited. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Extensions  to  Bradfield  Farm  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were 
completed  this  year.  The  Works  are  capable  of  dealing  with  a  dry 
weather  flow  of  one  million  gallons  per  day. 

NOISE 

Two  noise  surveys  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  the 
first  of  which  was  on  a  proposed  site  for  old  persons  dwellings. 
The  second  survey  was  at  a  youth  centre  at  the  request  of  the 
Berkshire  County  Council. 
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DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out  disinfection  on  any 
premises  this  year. 

The  annual  fumigation  of  the  flour  mill  in  Mill  Street  was 
carried  out  in  July,  1971  using  hydrogen  cyanide.  No  problems 
were  experienced. 

All  complaints  of  wasps  nests  have  been  dealt  with  by  a  private 
operative. 

Only  one  flea  infestation  was  reported  and  dealt  with  this  year. 
The  infestation  was  due  to  a  pet  animal  carrying  the  fleas  into 
the  house. 

A  number  of  cluster  fly  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  this 
year.  Treatment  was  carried  out  with  Lindane  smoke  generators 
which  proved  satisfactory. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  exemption  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  for  test  baiting  sewers  is  still  operative  and  no  in¬ 
festations  of  sewers  has  been  observed. 

Two  heavy  infestations  of  rats  were  dealt  with,  both  of  these 
being  on  farm  premises.  Poor  control  methods  by  the  farmers 
were  in  both  cases  the  reason  for  heavy  infestations.  The  farmers 
have  been  informed  of  the  best  methods  of  keeping  the  number 
of  rodents  under  control.  It  has  been  noted  that  in  some  cases  the 
use  of  Warfarin  against  mice  has  taken  considerably  longer  to 
achieve  results  (six  weeks  and  longer)  than  in  previous  years.  It  is 
felt  that  this  may  be  due  to  the  use  of  central  heating  systems 
which  maintain  a  constant  and  relatively  high  temperature  in 
buildings  today. 


Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  2943 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  following  notification  44 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  rats  3 1 

(ii)  mice  13 

3.  (a)  Total  inspections  other 

than  by  notification  230 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  rats  40 

(ii)  mice  7 


44 

2 

2 

2 

9 

3 

2 
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HOUSING 


1969 

1970 

1971 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 

39 

8 

28 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 
by  local  authority 

37 

0 

— 

Number  of  permanent  houses  erected 
by  private  enterprise 

2 

8 

28 

Number  of  temporary  houses  erected 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list 

180 

239 

193 

Number  of  elderly  people  on  O.P.D. 
list 

80 

76 

79 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  unfit 

3 

37 

3 

Number  of  closing  orders  made 

3 

— 

3 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made 

— 

1 

— 

Number  of  houses  in  area  represented 
as  unfit  and  included  in  clearance 
areas 

— 

36 

— 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Number  of  applications  made  for 
standard  grants 

5 

10 

10 

Number  of  applications  made  for 
discretionary  grants 

2 

2 

7 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses 

in  the  district. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


Routine  inspections  have  continued  during  the  year  and  no 
alarming  contraventions  were  found. 

Factories  Act  1961 
Part  One  of  the  Act 


1 .  Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

register 

Number  of 
written 
Inspections  notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities 

1 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authority 

33 

12 

3 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

34 

13 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  No.  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found  which  prosecutions 
Referred  were  instituted 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

_ Inspector  Inspector _ 


Want  of  Clean¬ 
liness  (S.l)  3  2 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Outwork)  2_ 2 

Total  5  4 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork  —  Nil 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Notification  of  accidents  received  —  Nil. 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  by  Inspectors  —  123. 


Registration  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 
registered 


Class  of 

Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

39 

11 

Retail  shops 
Wholesale  shops  and 

5 

80 

23 

warehouses  — 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 

1 

canteens 

— 

10 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

130 

39 

Persons  Employed  on  Registered  Premises  in  1970 


Workplace 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Offices 

97 

90 

187 

Retails  shops 

86 

298 

384 

Wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses 

9 

__ 

9 

Catering  establishments 

14 

30 

44 

Canteens 

— 

8 

8 

Fuel  depots 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

207 

426 

633 

No  prosecutions  were  made  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Atmospheric  pollution  and  noise  .  63 

Building,  structures  .  23 

Diseases  of  animals  .  — 

Disinfestation .  31 

Drainage,  sewage  disposal  .  58 

Factories,  workshops,  etc .  22 

Food  inspection,  complaints .  59 

Food  hygiene,  licensed  premises  .  153 

Housing  413 

Infectious  diseases  .  28 

Miscellaneous .  50 

Mobile  food  shops,  vehicles,  stalls  .  48 

Moveable  dwellings  .  83 

Nuisances  .  18 

Petroleum  and  explosives  ...  54 

Public  conveniences  .  28 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  .  23 

Rodent  control  .  383 

Sampling  .  101 

Shops,  offices,  hairdressers  .  112 

Swimming  and  paddling  pools  .  88 

Water  41 


Total  number  of  visits  1879 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  .  115 

Total  number  of  complaints  substantiated  .  98 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  remedied  .  78 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  .  Nil 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  73 

July,  1972 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  has 
submitted  the  following  report  on  the  mains  water  supply  for  the 
district:  — 

During  1971  a  satisfactory  supply  was  provided,  mainly  from 
boreholes  at  Aston  Tirrold,  Cholsey  and  Compton. 

Pumping  Stations  at  Cleeve  (Goring),  Woods  Farm  and  Blew- 
bury  can  supply  additional  water  into  the  area,  and  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  utilise  the  sources  at  South  Moreton  and  West 
Hagbourne,  whilst  Upton  was  pumped  for  a  very  limited  period. 

Samples  were  collected  from  the  works  and  distribution  system 
as  listed:  — 


Sources 

Storage 

Aston  Tirrold 

57 

Aston  Tirrold  Reservoir 

2 

Cholsey 

44 

West  Hagbourne  Reservoir 

4 

Compton 

47 

Hagbourne  Hill  Reservoir 

3 

Upton 

6 

Moulsford  Reservoir 

10 

In  addition  24  samples  were  collected  from  tap  and  distribution 
system,  and  in  all  197  samples  were  examined. 

Of  the  78  raw  water  samples  21  showed  the  presence  of  coli- 
form  organisms,  chlorination  yielding  a  satisfactory  final  water  in 
all  cases. 

Raw  water  from  Aston  Tirrold  contributed  16  of  the  samples 
showing  coliforms  and  the  evidence  is  that  this  station  is  subject 
to  a  deterioration,  in  quality  during  periods  of  rainfall.  This 
station  has  been  provided  with  gas  chlorination,  with  chlorine 
residual  recorder  incorporating  low  level  alarms  to  ensure  adequate 
chlorination  at  all  times. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  from  the  sources  are  given  in  the 
table  at  the  end  of  the  report;  fluoride  contents  are  low,  with 
water  brought  into  the  area  having  comparable  levels. 

There  are  42  known  private  water  supplies  in  the  district 
(shallow  wells  and  bores)  serving  83  dwellings.  Samples  have  been 
taken  from  18  of  these  supplies  with  the  following  results: 

Satisfactory — 10;  Unsatisfactory — 7;  Gross  Contamination — 1. 

The  Thames  Valley  Water  Board  has  been  asked  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  an  extension  of  the  mains  water  supply  in  North 
Moreton  where  the  gross  contamination  of  a  shallow  well  supply 
has  been  found. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  1971  work  on  the  new  sewage  works  for  Didcot  pro¬ 
ceeded  rapidly  and  it  was  very  near  completion  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

In  East  Hagbourne  considerable  flooding  and  sewage  overflow¬ 
ing  problems  were  experienced  during  the  year,  and  in  1972  the 
Council  propose  to  construct  a  new  pumping  station  and  rising 
main  from  Hagbourne  to  Didcot,  which  should  cure  the  foul 
sewage  problems.  In  all  other  parts  of  the  district  the  drainage 
has  been  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  posed  no  particular  problems 
during  the  year.  It  has,  however,  been  decided  to  abandon  the 
Seerdrum  installation  at  Pearith  Pit  and  fill  the  remaining  space 
as  rapidly  as  possible  in  the  hope  of  averting  a  nuisance  in  the 
summer,  which  would  be  caused  by  pollution  from  the  relatively 
small  amount  of  water  remaining  at  the  Pit. 

A  new  pit  has  been  secured  at  Appleford  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  provide  tipping  for  at  least  a  further  three  years. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 
There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District, 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  work  carried  out  during  1971 


Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

8087 

259 

Number  of  inspections 

488 

441 

Number  of  infestations  treated  (rats) 

199 

120 

(mice) 

64 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district.  The  particu¬ 
lars  are  as  follows: 

Location 

5  Hagbourne  Road,  Didcot. 

Owner 

Messrs.  H.  Andrews  and  Sons,  5,  Hagbourne  Road,  Didcot,  Berks. 

Details  of  meat  inspection  carried  out  during  1971  are  as 
follows:  — 
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Meat  Inspection  1971 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs  Sheep  &  Lambs 

January 

12 

1 

6 

48 

15 

February 

12 

5 

44 

18 

March 

13 

5 

53 

19 

April 

7 

2 

53 

28 

May 

11 

2 

38 

26 

June 

11 

2 

53 

32 

July 

8 

2 

35 

32 

August 

9 

2 

45 

44 

September 

11 

5 

52 

38 

October 

10 

4 

39 

33 

November 

13 

6 

50 

33 

December 

5 

5 

71 

15 

Total 

122 

1 

46 

581 

333 

T  uber  culosis 

Whole  Carcase 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Part  Carcase/ 
Organs 

, 

_____ 

15 

Percentage 

— 

— 

— 

2.58 

— 

Cysticercosis  Bovis 
Organs  1 

Percentage 

0.82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or 

C.  Bovis 

• 

Whole  Carcases  — 

1 

3 

Part  Carcases/ 
Organs 

5 

_ 

_ 

44 

1 

Percentage 

4.10 

— 

— 

7.75 

1.20 

Meat  and  Offal  Condemned  as  Unfit 

Meat  356  lbs. 

Offal  199  lbs. 


Total  —  555  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 
Milk 

There  are  25  registered  distributors  of  milk  in  the  district  and 
as  far  as  the  Council  is  aware  there  are  no  distributors  retailing 
untreated  milk.  No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  brucella 
abortus  tests. 


Complaints 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  One  concerning 
a  bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  a  pre-school  play  group,  which  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory  on  analysis.  The  second  complaint  re¬ 
ferred  to  milk  bottled  in  Didcot  and  retailed  in  Marlborough 
which  failed  the  methylene  blue  test.  It  was  suspected  that  this 
complaint  arose  through  faulty  stock  rotation. 


Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice  cream  is  one,  although  no  manufacturing  is  carried 
out  at  present. 

There  are  64  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

During  the  year  11  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  are  as  follows: 

3  samples  —  Provisional  Grade  I 
6  samples  —  Provisional  Grade  II 
-  samples  —  Provisional  Grade  III 
2  samples  —  Provisional  Grade  IV 

The  samples  placed  in  Grade  IV  were  resampled  and  resulted 
in  higher  grades. 


General 

The  undermentioned  complaints  relating  to  food  offered  for  sale 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year: 

1.  Packet  of  Weetabix  infested  with  beetles  —  warning  letter  to 

retailers. 

2.  Mice  droppings  in  loaf  of  bread  —  analyst’s  report  negative  — 

no  further  action. 

3.  Pork  pie  affected  by  mould  —  warning  letter  to  retailer. 

4.  Loaf  of  bread  contaminated  by  cigarette  end  —  warning  letter 

to  bakery. 
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5.  Piece  of  rubber  in  packet  of  Puffed  Wheat  —  letter  to  manu¬ 

facturers. 

6.  Sweets  bought  in  Reading  contaminated  by  foreign  bodies  — 

referred  to  Public  Health  Dept.,  Reading  Borough  Council  for 
action. 

7.  Cigarette  end  in  gooseberry  pie  filling  —  action  taken  by  City 

of  Westminster  to  whom  the  complaint  was  made. 

8.  Bread  rolls  and  crumpets  affected  by  mould  —  letter  of 

warning  to  retailer. 

9.  Metal  spike  in  rasher  of  bacon  —  letter  of  warning  to  retailer. 

10.  Piece  of  wire  in  sandwich  loaf  —  prosecution  —  Bakery  fined 

£20  plus  £10  costs. 

11.  Insect  in  white  loaf  —  complainant  unwilling  to  give  evidence 

of  purchase  —  letter  to  bakery. 

12.  Mould  in  beefsteak  and  kidney  pie  —  date  of  purchase  un¬ 

certain  —  no  further  action. 

13.  Foreign  body  in  pot  of  jam  —  letter  of  warning  to  manu¬ 

facturer. 

14.  Maggot  in  cream  crackers  —  letter  of  warning  to  manufacturer. 

15.  Beetle  in  small  white  loaf  —  prosecution  —  Bakery  fined 

£20  plus  £15  costs. 

16.  Foreign  matter  in  bottle  of  milk  —  prosecution  —  Dairy  fined 

£25  plus  £15  costs. 

17.  Beetle  in  sandwich  loaf  —  prosecution  —  Bakery  fined  £20 

plus  £15  costs. 

18.  Beetle  in  loaf  —  prosecution  —  Bakery  fined  £20  plus  £15 

costs. 

19.  String  in  sandwich  loaf  —  prosecution  —  Bakery  fined  £20 

plus  £15  costs. 

20.  Piece  of  metal  in  loaf  —  prosecution  —  to  be  heard  on 

24.2.72. 

21.  Can  of  baked  beans  —  analyst’s  report  inconclusive  —  no 

further  action. 
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VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  FOODS  UNFIT 

FOR 

HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

cwts 

qtrs. 

lbs. 

Canned  Food  4 

— 

5 

Frozen  Food  6 

— 

22 

Fresh  Food 

Beef 

24 

Pork 

2 

Lamb 

16 

Poultry  8 

1 

10 

Ham 

5 

Offal  1 

— 

22 

Fish 

14 

STATISTICS  —  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL) 

REGULATIONS  1970 

Food  Premises  in  the  District 

Grocers 

38 

Confectioners 

15 

Hotels 

5 

Public  Houses 

27 

Licensed  Clubs 

4 

Food  Factories  &  Warehouses 

10 

Butchers 

17 

Greengrocers 

6 

Bakehouses 

4 

Fish  Shops 

5 

Cafes 

8 

Bread  and  Cake  Shops 

5 

Schools,  Nursing  Homes 

18 

Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 


Manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  64 

Fish  frying  3 

Sausage  making,  ham  boiling,  etc.  10 

Bake-houses  4 

Preparation  of  take-away  meals  1 
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POULTRY  INSPECTION 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  2 
Number  of  visits  14 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  9219 

Types  of  Birds  processed  Fowl  and  Turkeys 
Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  0.3% 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  1,440  lbs. 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1971 

Offices  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  33 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970  28 

Factories  (Sanitary  Conveniences)  6 

Housing  Repairs  3 

Drainage  2 

Caravan  Sites  — 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

During  1971  one  complaint  was  received  concerning  a  nuisance 
from  the  burning  of  rubbish  in  a  residential  area.  This  was  dealt 
with  informally. 

In  April  1971  a  volumetric  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  recorder 
was  installed  at  Churchill  House,  Didcot,  on  which  daily  readings 
are  now  recorded. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

During  1971,  one  person  was  buried  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  undermentioned  swimming  baths  are  situated  within  the 
district: 

Edmonds  Park,  Didcot,  (public) 

Girls’  Grammar  School,  Didcot  (private) 

Cranford  House  School,  Moulsford  (private) 

Shillingford  Bridge  Hotel,  Wallingford  (public) 

Primary  School,  East  Hagbourne  (private) 

No  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  taken  during  1971. 
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HOUSING 

During  1971  three  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  habi¬ 
tation. 

The  following  building  programme  was  completed  by  the 
Council  during  1971: 

South  Moreton  —  4  bungalows,  8  flats. 

Cholsey  —  6  bungalows,  2  houses. 

The  undermentioned  development  in  Didcot  was  commenced 
by  the  Council  in  1971: 

Station  Road,  Didcot  —  20  4  b/r  houses,  55  3  b/r  houses, 
40  2  b/r  flats. 

Mereland  Road,  Didcot  —  30  3  b/r  houses. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  1971  the  Council  promised  the  following  grants  for 
house  improvements: 

Discretionary  —  16;  Standard  —  16;  Special  —  1. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  at  the 
end  of  1971  was  876. 

CARAVANS 

The  undermentioned  licensed  caravan  sites  are  situated  within 
the  district: 

Shillingford  Hill  Caravan  Site,  Nr.  Wallingford 
120  permanent  sites.  40  holiday  sites,  Improvements  still 
required. 

Blagrave  Farm  Site,  Didcot 
28  permanent  sites  —  improvements  required. 

Three  Poplars  Site,  Long  Wittenham 
32  permanent  sites  —  satisfactory. 

Cavendish  Park  Site,  Didcot 

100  permanent  sites  —  satisfactory. 

Orchard  Caravan  Site,  Cholsey 

12  permanent  sites  —  licence  recently  extended  to  June 
1982.  Improvements  to  be  carried  out  by  June  1972. 

Bridge  House  Caravan  Site,  Long  Wittenham 
6  permanent  sites.  40  holiday  sites. 

Improvements  being  undertaken. 

C.E.G.B.  Site,  Didcot  Power  Station 
This  site  is  in  the  process  of  being  run  down.  On  the  10th 
February  1972,  there  were  62  residential  caravans  and  2 
touring  caravans  still  on  the  site. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

During  the  year  more  time  was  spent  on  administration  of  the 
Act  than  in  previous  years  resulting  in  almost  half  the  registered 
premises  receiving  a  general  inspection.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the 
future  all  registered  premises  will  receive  a  general  inspection  at 
no  longer  than  three-yearly  intervals. 

It  has  been  noted  that  many  new  occupiers  of  premises  are  fail¬ 
ing  to  register.  Change  of  circumstances  or  occupiers  in  premises 
already  registered  are  discovered  on  inspection. 

Accident  reports  continue  to  be  very  few  in  number  and  are 
confined  to  the  large  national  companies.  The  leaflet  “Safe  Use 
of  Food  Slicing  Machines”  has  been  distributed  in  appropriate 
circumstances  but  there  are  no  definite  signs  that  it  has  led  to  a 
greater  awareness  of  the  need  for  care  in  the  use  of  these 
machines. 

The  first  prosecution  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Act  was 
instituted  during  the  year  relating  to  small  lock-up  premises.  This 
resulted  in  the  occupier  being  fined  on  two  counts,  one  being  the 
lack  of  hot  water  supply,  the  other  insufficient  first  aid  materials. 

The  report  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  year  was  as 
follows:  — 

Table  A  —  Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 


Class  of 

Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

receiving  one  or 
more  general 
inspections 
during  the  year 

Offices 

2 

33 

9 

Retail  shops 

5 

78 

38 

Wholesale  shops 
warehouses 

1 

. 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  2 

7 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

9 

119 

50 

Table  B  —  Number  of  Visits  of  all  Kinds  (including 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS)  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

134 
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Table  C  —  Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed 
in  Registered  Premises  at  end  of  year 

Class  of  workplace  No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices  259 

Retail  shops  397 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  25 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  33 

Canteens  3 

Fuel  storage  depots  — 


Total 

717 

Total  Males 

277 

Total  Females 

440 

There  were  no  Exemptions  during  the  year. 


Table  E  —  Prosecutions 


Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was 

COMPLETED  IN  THE  YEAR 


Section  of  Act 
or  title  of  Regulations 
or  Order 

Number  of 
informations 
laid 

Number  of 
informations  leading 
to  a  conviction 

10 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

50 

1 

0 

Number  of  persons  Number  of  complaints  Number  of 
or  companies  (or  summary  applications)  interim 
prosecuted  made  under  section  22  orders  granted 

1  0  0 


The  number  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1)  or  (5) 
of  the  Act  was  2. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


Factories  Act  1961 
Part  /  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  Number  of 

on  written  Occupiers 

Premises  register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 


(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2, 3, 4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

53 

38 

6 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

1 

Total 

54 

38 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Want  of  cleanliness  —  1  (remedied) 

Referred  by  H.M.  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  unsuitable  or  defective  —  6  (2  remedied) 

1  Referred  by  H.M.  Inspector. 

Part  VI 11  of  the  Act 

Outwork  —  Number  of  workers  required  by  Section  133  (1)  (c): 
Making  of  wearing  apparel  —  1. 

Making  of  Jewellery  —  4. 

February  1972. 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
Milk 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  subject  to  heat  treatment  and  1 
pasteuriser’s  licence  and  10  dealer’s  licences  were  in  force  during 
the  year. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  ‘Untreated’  milk  was  being  retailed 
in  the  district  no  samples  were  taken  for  Brucella  abortus  exam¬ 
ination. 

One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  taken  and  this  was  found 
to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Only  two  complaints  of  foreign  matter  in  milk  were  received 
during  the  year  but  neither  was  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant 
taking  legal  proceedings.  Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  dairy 
concerned. 

MILK  PRODUCTS 

The  plant  at  Grove  continued  in  operation  during  the  year,  pro¬ 
ducing  yoghurt,  cream,  cultured  cream,  cottage  cheese,  cream 
cheese,  cultured  buttermilk  and  cream  dessert.  The  production  of 
‘Komil’  (reconstituted  milk)  was  discontinued. 

Plans  were  passed  for  major  improvements  and  alterations  which 
included  new  offices,  laboratory,  cheese  room  and  an  extension 
to  the  filling  area.  Complete  air  conditioning  was  also  proposed. 
Work  was  scheduled  to  commence  early  in  1972. 

Eight  samples  of  pasteurised  double  cream  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  each  was  reported  as  being  bacteriologically  satis¬ 
factory. 


FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  food  premises  were  in  use  during  the  year:  — 
School  meals  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Staff  canteens  (U.K.A.E.A,  S.R.C.,  A.R.C.  Canteens  and 

U.K.A.E.A.  Hostels)  . 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . 

Public  houses 
Grocers  and  confectioners 


Butchers 

Fish  and  chip  shops 
Greengrocers 
Off  licences 
Bakehouses 


Two  butchers  were  licensed  for  the  sale  of  game. 


8 

7 

50 

54 

7 

2 

3 

3 

4 


157 
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A  new  supermarket  was  opened  in  Grove  shopping  centre 
together  with  a  small  restaurant /confectionery  shop  where  baking 
is  carried  out  on  the  premises. 

A  small  cafe  at  East  Ilsley  was  closed. 

Alterations  to  premises  to  provide  two  new  restaurants  —  one 
in  Upton  and  the  other  in  West  Challow  were  well  advanced  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  fortunately  the  department  was  consulted 
in  the  early  design  stage. 

Major  works  of  improvement  were  carried  out  at  two  public 
houses  during  the  year. 

138  visits  to  79  separate  food  premises  were  made  during  the 
year. 

MOBILE  TRADERS  AND  FRUIT  STALLS 

No  less  than  11  mobile  traders  were  discovered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  and  each  vehicle  was  inspected.  Where  deficiencies 
were  found,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  the  district  from  which  the  trader  operated.  As  far  as  could 
be  ascertained  only  1  greengrocer  and  1  ice  cream  vendor  were 
operating  mobile  businesses  from  within  the  district. 

The  2  seasonal  fruit  stalls  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

ICE  CREAM 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  remained  at  56. 
Again  no  pre-packed  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  but  54  samples 
of  soft  ice  cream  from  mobile  vendors  were  taken  at  the  depot  in 
Wantage,  this  work  being  carried  out  jointly  with  the  Urban 
District  Council’s  Inspector.  The  results  were  as  follows:  — 


Grade  1 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


34 

7 

9 

4 


All  vans  giving  Grades  III  and  IV  samples  were  carefully  check¬ 
ed  over  and  re-sampled  until  satisfactory  results  were  achieved. 

WATERCRESS 

Although  the  cress  beds  at  Letcombe  Bassett  continued  to 
operate  during  the  year,  no  samples  were  taken  since  previous 
checks  had  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory.  Chlorine  dipping  of 
cress  before  sale  was  continued  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the 

year: — 

Fresh  meat  and  offal  at  retail  shops  .  1  cwt  98  lbs. 

Frozen  foods  (due  to  cabinet  failures) .  1  cwt  18  lbs. 

Eight  complaints  concerning  the  quality  of  food  were  received 
during  the  year  as  follows:  — 

Canned  Meat — complaint  of  staining  on  inside  of  cans  —  food 
not  unfit. 

Meat  Pies — mould  growth  (2)  —  first  complaints  from  res¬ 
pective  retail  shops.  Advice  given  to  retailers  on  stock  rota¬ 
tion  and  coding. 

suspected  maggot  —  analysed  and  found  to  be  a  portion  of 
‘kibbled’  onion! 

Fruit — complaint  of  wax  on  lemons.  Analyst’s  report  indicated 
that  this  was  a  natural  substance  and  unharmful. 

Jam — complaint  of  mould  —  broken  seal.  Remainder  of  stock 
at  shop  checked  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Crisps — Beetle  found  in  packet  —  opened  by  customer  —  other 
stocks  checked  and  no  other  evidence  found  to  suggest  infest¬ 
ation  prior  to  factory  sealing. 

Bread — Beetle  in  loaf  —  customer  returned  evidence  to  retailer 
—  no  legal  action  therefore  possible. 

FOOD  POISONING  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A  small  number  of  notifications  concerning  salmonellae  in  cattle 
were  received  and  the  usual  checks  were  made  to  ensure  that  any 
milk  produced  by  affected  animals  was  not  used  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  without  prior  pasteurisation. 

Thirty-two  visits  were  made  to  various  homes  to  investigate 
notifications  of  infectious  disease  including  cholera  and  smallpox 
‘contacts’,  salmonella  infections  and  sonne  dysentery.  Faecal 
specimens  were  taken  where  appropriate  and  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

POULTRY  PROCESSING 

No  poultry  processing  plants  were  in  operation  in  the  district. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Two  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  in  use  during  the  year 
as  follows:  — 

Agricultural  Research  Council,  Field  Station,  Compton,  and 
The  Pig  Improvement  Co.  Ltd.,  Pound  Croft,  East  Hanney. 

The  latter  establishment  was  used  solely  for  the  slaughter  of 
sows  following  hysterectomy  operations  performed  under  veter¬ 
inary  supervision.  In  all,  25  sows  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or 
in  part  at  A.R.C.  Compton 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 
Cows  Lambs 


Number  killed  and  inspected 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis : 

54 

80 

147 

24 

687 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

0 

7 

3 

0 

5 

or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

26 

9 

7 

37 

There  were  no  cases  of  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  olfal  condemned  —  2  tons  6  cwt.  35  lbs. 
Income  from  meat  inspection  charges  —  £59.40 
Slaughtermen  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year  —  5. 

Number  of  visits-  made  to  slaughterhouses  by  inspectors  —  149. 


52 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Annual  Report  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1971:  — 


No.  registered  No.  registered  General  Persons 
Class  of  premises  during  year  at  end  of  year  inspections  employed 


Offices 

1 

12 

3 

394 

Retail  shops 

1 

36 

27 

111 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public 

Nil 

5 

2 

38 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

6 

Totals 

2 

55 

32 

549 

Male  employees  271  Female  employees  278 
Total  number  of  visits  to  registered  premises  of  all  kinds  45 

The  following  contraventions  were  recorded  and,  in  the  majority 


of  cases,  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year:  — 

Lack  of  sufficient  cleanliness  .  2 

Lack  of  thermometers  .  11 

Insufficient  ventilation  .  1 

Insufficient  lighting  1 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  .  2 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  .  1 

Lack  of  facilities  for  preparing  meals  (shops  only)  ...  3 

Inadequate  first  aid  facilities  .  17 


Total  38 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE 

This  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year 
under  review.  It  was  estimated  that  approximately  7,000  tons  of 
household  refuse  were  removed  to  the  disposal  sites  at  Abingdon 
and  Stanford -in -the -Vale,  but  again  a  large  increase  in  bulk  was 
observed.  This  annual  increase  in  bulk  whilst  the  weight  of  refuse 
remains  more  or  less  constant  is  extremely  worrying  as  larger  and 
more  sophisticated  vehicles  have  to  be  purchased  to  deal  with  the 
problem.  Some  of  our  rural  roads  are  not  suitable  for  this  type 
of  traffic  and  a  halt  will  surely  have  to  be  called  at  some  time  in 
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the  future  to  the  excess  packaging  which  accompanies  goods  sold 
in  our  shops. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  Abingdon  R.D.C. 
for  tipping  facilities  at  Marcham  and  disposal  sites  within  the 
Wantage  Rural  District  were  closed  apart  from  occasional  use 
under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act. 

A  new  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Revopak  vehicle  was  purchased 
in  December  and  extensions  to  the  depot  at  East  Challow  were 
considered  but,  unfortunately,  not  carried  out. 

Forty-six  contracts  with  shopkeepers  for  the  removal  of  trade 
refuse  were  negotiated  in  the  sum  of  £177.50. 

Approximately  200  visits  were  made  by  inspectors  in  connection 
with  refuse  collection  and  disposal  work,  excluding  those  made  by 
the  Refuse  Collection  Superintendent. 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 

Farnborough  refuse  tip  ceased  to  be  used  as  the  authorised  dump 
required  by  the  above  legislation  and  only  Hampstead  Norreys 
tip  was  available  to  the  general  public  for  disposal  of  refuse.  This, 
of  course,  was  not  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  house¬ 
holders  living  in  the  Wantage/ Harwell /Blewbury  areas  and  the 
Council  accepted  a  recommendation  that  a  reception  bay  be  con¬ 
structed  at  the  Challow  Road  depot.  This  proposal  needed  plan¬ 
ning  permission  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  was  asked  to 
make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  and  to  obtain  quotations  for 
the  erection  of  such  a  bay.  The  intention  was  to  make  this  facility 
available  to  householders  within  the  Wantage  Rural  District  for 
the  disposal  of  bulky  items  of  household  refuse  and  it  was  hoped 
that  work  would  be  able  to  proceed  early  in  1972. 

In  the  meantime  the  bulk  collection  service  continued,  some 
collections  being  made  by  Council  employees  and  vehicles,  the 
remainder  of  the  work  being  put  out  to  private  contractors.  In  all 
278  collections  of.  this  kind  were  made,  an  increase  of  100  over 
1970!  In  addition  a  number  of  clearances  of  rubbish  dumped  in 
various  parts  of  the  district  was  made  and  close  liaison  with  the 
Berkshire  Litter  Warden  was  maintained  in  this  connection.  One 
special  village  collection  was  made  in  Beedon  in  association  with 
the  Parish  Council. 

Sixteen  motor  vehicles  were  found  abandoned  during  the  year 
and  were  dealt  with  either  formally  or  informally  under  the  rele¬ 
vant  provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  net  cost  to  the  Council  for  all  work  under  the  Civic  Ameni¬ 
ties  Act  was  £136*51p. 

A  total  of  35  visits  was  made  by  inspectors  in  connection  with 
this  work. 
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SEPTIC  TANK  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

This  service  continued  during  the  year  but  again  labour 
shortages  resulted  in  the  tanker  driver  being  transferred  to  the 
refuse  collection  service  on  numerous  occasions  thus  necessitating 
the  employment  of  contractors  from  time  to  time.  All  requests  for 
free  emptyings  were  met  as  promptly  as  possible  and  although  a 
considerable  amount  of  re-chargeable  work  was  also  possible, 
householders  were  frequently  advised  to  use  contractors  in  order 
to  get  tanks  emptied  within  a  reasonable  period. 

Work  carried  out  during  the  year:  — 

No.  of  emptyings  No.  of  loads 

Council  house  tanks  24  43 

Private  tanks  —  free  189  259 

chargeable  210  360 

Totals  423  662 

Income  from  emptying  septic  tanks  £656-09 

Contractors  charges  £472-90 

Net  income  £183-19 


The  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Grove  was  commissioned 
during  the  year  and  this  incorporated  a  special  tank  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  sludge  from  septic  tanks.  This  facility  has  enabled  the 
department  to  discontinue  to  a  very  large  extent  the  practice  of 
disposing  of  sludge  on  farm  and  waste  land,  thus  reducing  the  risk 
of  contamination  of  water  courses  and  water-bearing  strata. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  throughout  the  district,  except  for  a  few 
private  supplies,  by  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board,  who  have 
furnished  the  information  shown  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Sampling  by  the  Public  Health  Department 

Two  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
were  shown  to  be  satisfactory. 

Seventeen  samples  of  water  from  10  different  private  supplies 
were  also  taken.  Seven  of  these  supplies  were  entirely  satisfactory. 
One  showed  a  faecal  coliform  count  after  improvements  had 
been  carried  out  to  the  well,  but  after  chlorination  the  result  was 
satisfactory  for  a  rural  supply.  One  estate  supply  showed  only 
minimal  contamination  with  non-faecal  organisms,  an  improve- 
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ment  on  the  previous  year.  A  second  estate  supply  showed  very 
low  faecal  coliform  contamination  but  investigations  were  carried 
out,  followed  by  cleansing  operations,  and  a  subsequent  sample 
proved  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  a  number  of  cases  advice  was  given  on  the  management  of 
private  supplies  and  in  one  case  a  chemical  sample  was  sent  to 
the  Public  Analyst  following  the  occurrence  of  a  mysterious  ail¬ 
ment  in  cattle.  The  result  showed  that  a  small  amount  of  zinc 
was  present  in  the  water  but  that  the  quantity  was  insufficient 
to  cause  any  harmful  effects  on  either  animals  or  humans. 

In  one  instance  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  asked  for  certifi¬ 
cation  of  bacteriological  standards  on  an  estate  supply  and  since 
results  have  always  been  consistently  good  this  was  readily 
supplied. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 

Swimming  pools  were  in  use  in  the  following  schools  during  the 
summer  months:  — 

Ardington,  Blewbury,  Childrey,  Chilton,  Compton  (2),  East 
Challow,  Grove  and  Harwell. 

Ten  visits  were  made  to  these  pools  during  the  summer  season 
and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  measure  of  control  exercised 
by  headmasters  and  caretakers  was,  in  the  main,  first  class.  This 
was  largely  due  to  encouragement  and  keen  interest  shown  by  the 
Director  of  Education  through  his  adviser  on  physical  education, 
and  the  prompt  response  shown  when  difficulties  associated  with 
filtration  and  chlorination  equipment  occurred.  A  number  of 
schools  changed  to  the  use  of  cyanurates  for  the  regular  chlorin¬ 
ation  of  pools  and  once  water  had  been  properly  conditioned  this 
method  proved  to  have  many  advantages  over  older  methods, 
mainly  in  that  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  available  at  any 
given  time  was  adequate,  it  being  released  in  a  much  more  stable 
form.  In  every  case  breakpoint  chlorination  conditions  were 
recommended  and  in  general  these  were  achieved. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows: 

East  Hendred,  West  Hendred,  Ardington  and  Lockinge 
Scheme 

The  Council  has  passed  a  resolution  to  proceed  with  a  scheme 
to  lay  sewers  in  West  Hendred,  to  connect  the  existing  systems  at 
East  Hendred,  Locking  and  Ardington  and  to  pump  the  total  flow 
to  Bradfield  Farm  Works  for  treatment.  A  tender  has  been  accep¬ 
ted  and  work  is  expected  to  continue  throughout  1972. 
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Denchworth 

The  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Denchworth  has  been  completed 
and  the  system  is  now  in  full  operation. 

East  and  West  Hanney 

Investigations  into  the  sewers  at  East  and  West  Hanney  have 
indicated  several  lengths  of  collapsed  sewer  which  allow  excessive 
infiltration  of  ground  water.  The  Council  has  resolved  to  attend 
to  these  lengths  and  it  is  expected  that  remedial  works  will  be 
put  in  hand  during  1972. 

East  Challow,  West  Challow,  Childrey  and  Sparsholt 

Active  design  work  is  in  progress  for  the  sewering  of  the  village 
of  Sparsholt.  The  scheme  will  involve  the  linking  of  this  system 
to  the  existing  systems  at  Childrey,  West  Challow  and  East 
Challow  and  the  construction  of  a  pumping  station  in  East  Chal¬ 
low  by  means  of  which  the  sewage  from  the  whole  system  will  be 
pumped  to  Bradfield  Farm  for  treatment.  The  commissioning  of 
the  scheme  will  render  the  seriously  overloaded  East  Challow 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  redundant. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

The  five  existing  licences  covering  establishments  at  Blewbury, 
Harwell,  East  Hendred,  Brightwalton  and  East  Hanney  were  all 
renewed  and  inspections  were  made  jointly  with  the  R.S.P.C.A. 
inspector  whose  expertise  and  co-operation  were  much  appreci¬ 
ated.  With  minor  exceptions  premises  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

RODENT  AND  INSECT  CONTROL 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Annual  Report  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food:  — 


Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  . 

322 

Number  infested  by  (a)  rats 

296 

■ 

(b)  mice 

36 

— 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification  . 

1,476 

48* 

Number  infested  by  (a)  rats 

363 

27 

(b)  mice 

31 

14 

includes  28  under  contract.  Total  value  of  contracts  £659. 
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Sewer  Treatment 

A  10%  sewer  survey  revealed  that  no  infestations  existed. 
Eighty  seven  complaints  of  insect  infestation  were  received  and 


dealt  with  as  follows:  — 

Wasps  .  49 

Flies  .  ...  ...  7 

Ants  .  7 

Fleas  .  6 

Beetles  .  6 

Bees  .  3 

Woodlice  2 

Cockroaches  .  2 

Mosquitoes  .  2 


Centipedes,  silverfish  and  spiders  1  each 

Two  requests  for  fumigation  were  complied  with  and  9  visits 
to  advise  on  treatment  for  moles  were  made. 

Seventy  visits  by  inspectors  were  made  in  addition  to  the  above 
work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Control  staff. 

CARAVANS 
Permanent  Sites 

Charles  Simpson  {Caravans)  Ltd.,  Westfield  Close  and  The  Willows, 
Cane  Lane,  Grove  (90  caravans) 

The  main  effort  on  this  site  was  concentrated  on  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  older  vans  by  newer,  self-contained  units  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  90%  or  more  of  all  units  had  the  exclusive  use  of  a 
watercloset,  bath  and  washing  facilities.  In  addition  the  more 
modern  units  appeared  to  be  less  subject  to  condensation,  a 
problem  which  has  always  been  difficult  to  overcome  in  the  past. 

The  Chiltern  Car'avan  Co.,  The  Barrow,  Harwell  (35  caravans) 

Similar  efforts  were  made  on  this  site  and,  in  addition,  the 
proprietor  declared  his  intention  to  restrict  his  site  to  owner- 
occupied  vans  in  future. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Pask,  Lady  croft  Park,  Blew  bury  (60  caravans) 

Previous  requests  for  the  re-decoration  of  the  two  toilet  blocks 
and  renovation  of  the  fire  fighting  equipment  were  complied  with 
during  the  year,  but  unfortunately  the  road-surfacing  programme 
was  again  delayed  although  repairs  to  existing  surfaces  were  made 
as  required.  Tarmacadam  surfaces  were  definitely  planned  for  1972 
and  quotations  were  being  sought.  As  at  Harwell,  the  number  of 
rented  vans  was  being  gradually  reduced  and  all  replacement  units 
were  of  the  self-contained  mobile  home  type. 


58 


Individual  sites 

Mr.  H.  S.  Clargo,  Bidhu,  Blewbury. 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Bosley,  Grove  Wick  Farm,  Grove. 

Miss  FI.  M.  I.  Balcombe,  Quab  Hill  Farm,  East  Hendred. 

The  one  remaining  temporary  site  licence  expired  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  All  other  caravans  in  use  in  the  district  were  covered 
by  the  exemption  clauses  of  the  Act.  In  one  instance  it  became 
necessary  to  threaten  legal  proceedings  against  an  owner  for  per¬ 
mitting  his  land  to  be  used  as  a  residential  caravan  site  but  the 
caravan  was  removed  before  the  matter  came  to  court  and  action 
was  discontinued.  In  4  other  cases  informal  action  was  all  that  be¬ 
came  necessary  to  secure  the  discontinuance  of  unlicenced  sites. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  on  instructions  from  the  Council, 
a  full-scale  survey  was  conducted  into  the  public  health  and  social 
conditions  on  the  three  main  sites  in  the  area  and  a  detailed  re¬ 
port  was  in  course  of  preparation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
report  was  to  be  used  as  a  basis  (a)  of  assessing  what  further 
action  the  Council  might  take  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  cara¬ 
van  dwellers  and  (b)  of  assessing  the  number  of  Council  owned 
units  of  accommodation  required  to  meet  the  continuing  demand 
for  more  permanent  dwellings. 

Gypsies 

Negotiations  continued  during  the  year  with  the  County  Valuer, 
the  District  Valuer  and  the  owners  of  the  temporary  gypsy  site  at 
Woodhill  Lane,  East  Challow  with  a  view  to  purchasing  the  land 
for  a  permanent  site  of  12  pitches,  plans  for  which  had  already 
been  prepared  and  accepted  by  the  Planning  Authority.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  legal  difficulties  prevented  the  matter  from  being  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  same  families  continued  to 
use  the  site  but  conditions  were  far  from  satisfactory,  particularly 
in  terms  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  land  drainage. 

A  total  of  92  visits  were  made  to  caravans  and  sites  of  all  kinds. 
HOUSING 

Once  again  housing  work  took  up  more  of  the  department’s 
time  than  any  other  single  subject.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  unfit  house  situation  was  completely  reviewed  and  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  owners  to  proceed  quickly  with  recon¬ 
ditioning  schemes  or,  where  appropriate,  demolition  work. 

Much  improvement  and  repair  work  was  carried  out  during 
the  year,  mainly  in  conjunction  with  improvement  grant  and 
qualification  certificate  work,  but  it  was  still  necessary  to  serve  8 
informal  notices  on  landlords  where  minor  repairs  were  required. 
All  the  work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  the  need  to  serve 
formal  notices  did  not  arise. 
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Summary  of  Work  carried  out  under  Section  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  1957 


Reported  as  unfit  .  25 

Demolition  Orders  made  .  19 

Closing  Orders  made  1 

Formal  undertakings  accepted  .  10 

Demolished  12 


Reconditioned  .  17  from  24 

(2  conversions  3  into  1  and  3  conversions  2  into  1) 


Improvement  Grants 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  the  following  improvement 
grant  work  as  having  been  carried  out  during  the  year:  — 


Approved 

Owner/ 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Completed 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Discretionary  grants 

34 

7 

33 

6 

Standard  grants 

9 

2 

14 

5 

As  in  previous  years,  close  liaison  with  the  Engineer  and  Sur¬ 
veyor’s  Department  was  maintained  on  all  matters  concerning  the 
overall  fitness  of  dwellings  for  human  habitation  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  repairs  were  carried  out  as  part  of  the  scheme. 
The  requirements  of  the  Department  have  been  more  readily  met 
than  in  previous  years  since  financial  aid  towards  repairs  as  well 
as  improvements  can  now  be  made  under  certain  circumstances. 

Qualification  Certificates 

During  the  year  5  applications  were  received  from  landlords,  2 
of  which  were  for  provisional  certificates  prior  to  the  improvement 
of  properties  to  the  12-point  standard.  There  were,  in  addition, 
53  applications  carried  over  from  1970  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  55  full  certificates  and  1  provisional  certificate  had  been 
issued.  Two  provisional  applications  became  void  following  the 
rehousing  of  tenants  by  the  Council  and  3  full  certificate  appli¬ 
cations  were  still  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  each  case 
because  repairs  were  required.  In  8  instances  it  was  necessary  to 
require  landlords  to  carry  out  repairs  before  the  certificates  were 
issued. 
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Selection  of  Tenants 

32  new  dwellings  were  completed  as  follows:  — 

4x2  B.R.  bungalows;  12  x  3  B.R.  houses;  16  x  2  B.R.  flats 

all  in  East  Challow. 

63  applicants  were  rehoused  (including  7  from  unfit  dwellings 
and  5  from  caravans)  and  45  transfers  were  effected  including  5 
from  the  sub-standard  Challow  Hill  hostel  flats  which  are  now 
void. 

77  applicants  were  visited  in  their  homes  in  addition  to  numer¬ 
ous  interviews  at  the  offices. 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  .  272 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  409 

In  June  a  detailed  report  on  the  housing  demand  of  the  area 
was  submitted  to  the  Housing  Committee  as  a  basis  for  planning 
future  development.  This  report  contained  statistical  information 
on  the  slum  clearance  programme,  caravan  problems  and  over¬ 
crowding  in  addition  to  a  complete  analysis  of  the  housing  waiting 
list  at  that  time.  It  also  included  population  figures,  the  ratio 
between  private  and  Council  accommodation  in  each  parish  and 
a  complete  break-down  into  types  of  all  existing  Council  accommo¬ 
dation.  Information  was  also  given  on  progress  made  on  re¬ 
housing  in  recent  years. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Petroleum 

Administration  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  governing  the  stor¬ 
age  of  petroleum  spirit  and  mixtures  continued  and  81  premises 
were  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

An  investigation  took  place  during  the  year  into  complaints 
from  residents  of  Hampstead  Norreys  that  petrol  fumes  were 
noticed  inside  dwelling  houses  situated  near  a  petrol  filling  station 
and  works  depot. 

Owing  to  the  possibility  of  explosion  the  Fire  Brigade  were 
called  in  on  two  occasions  but  found  that  the  concentration  of 
petrol  vapour  was  very  low.  The  householders  concerned  were 
very  worried  over  the  position,  however,  as  apart  from  the  danger 
of  fire  or  explosion,  the  smell  of  petrol  pervaded  the  front  rooms 
of  the  houses. 

Various  tests  and  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  but  no 
conclusion  had  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year.  At  the  time 
of  writing  this  report,  however,  the  source  of  the  leak  has  been 
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traced  to  a  supply  pipe  to  one  of  the  petrol  pumps  and  work 
has  been  carried  out  to  put  the  matter  right. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Number  of  properties  inspected  .  ...  ...  44 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  74 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  (excluding  work  carried  out 

by  the  septic  tank  emptying  vehicle)  .  19 

Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  water  closets 

(including  improvement  grant  work)  .  24 

Other  Nuisances 

Animals  .  Inspections  ...  10 

Nuisances  abated  6 

Filthy  premises  and  problem  families  Inspections  ...  33 

Nuisances  abated  8 

Ditches  and  streams  .  Inspections  ...  3 

Nuisances  abated  1 

Smoke,  grit  and  dust  .  Inspections  ...  8 

Nuisances  abated  1 

In  view  of  the  rapid  development  in  Grove,  the  Council  accep¬ 
ted  a  recommendation  that  an  atmospheric  pollution  measuring 
instrument  be  purchased  and  installed  in  the  new  Millbrook  School. 
It  is  intended  that  background  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  read¬ 
ings  taken  over  several  years  will  show  what  degree  of  additional 
atmospheric  pollution,  if  any,  is  being  contributed  by  the  new 
development.  Delivery  of  the  apparatus  was  still  awaited  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Noise  .  Inspections  ...  44 

Nuisances  abated  6 

During  the  year  the  noise  meter  purchased  by  the  Wallingford 
and  Wantage  Joint  Public  Health  Committee  was  used  to  good 
effect  in  checking  on  new  grain  drying  installations,  acoustic  in¬ 
sulation  of  industrialised  Council  houses  and  collecting  valuable 
background  noise  information.  On  this  last  subject  a  number  of 
points  were  selected  throughout  the  district  and  plotted  on  a  map. 
Typical  readings  were  then  taken  and  recorded  so  that  if,  at  some 
time  in  the  future,  noise  problems  arise,  basic  criteria  will  be 
available  for  reference  purposes. 

Total  number  of  complaints  of  all  kinds  (except  pest 

control)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Approximate  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  by  Public 

Health  Inspectors  .  1840 

(This  figure  does  not  include  work  carried  out  by  the  Pest  Control 
Officer,  Rodent  Operator  and  Cleansing  staff  which  is  set  out 
under  separate  headings). 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


Factories  Act  1961 
Part  I  of  the  Act 


1 .  Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

register 

Number  of 
written 
Inspections  notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,  3, 4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

1  — 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

46 

9  — 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

3 

3  — 

Total 

50 

13  — 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences:  — 
2  found  and  remedied 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
outwork 

Number  of  workers  required  by  Section  133(l)(c): 
Making,  etc.,  of  wearing  apparel  —  4. 
Furniture  and  Upholstery  —  1. 


July,  1972. 
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DETAILS  OF  HOUSING  POPULATION,  SEWERAGE  AND 
WATER  SUPPLIES  IN  PARISH  ORDER 


Area  in  **Estimated  Occupied  dwellings 


Parish 

acres 

population 

Private 

Council 

Total 

Aldworth 

1866 

198 

53 

16 

69 

Ardington 

2693 

324 

113 

— 

113 

Beedon 

2096 

415 

105 

40 

145 

Blewbury 

4246 

1609 

489* 

73 

562 

Brightwalton 

2054 

312 

94 

15 

109 

Catmore 

710 

34 

12 

— 

12 

Chaddleworth 

3400 

521 

125 

57 

182 

Challow,  East 

1657 

939 

214 

114 

328 

Challow,  West 

1070 

172 

38 

22 

60 

Childrey 

2929 

450 

116 

41 

157 

Chilton 

1448 

876 

268 

38 

306 

Compton 

3803 

1251 

335 

102 

437 

Denchworth 

1041 

175 

51 

10 

61 

Farnborough 

1886 

109 

34 

4 

38 

Fawley 

2190 

140 

44 

5 

49 

Goosey 

968 

135 

37 

10 

47 

Grove 

2513 

4143 

1279* 

168 

1447 

Hampstead  Norris 

4490 

724 

189 

64 

253 

Hanney,  East 

2200 

716 

183 

67 

250 

Hanney,  West 

1333 

450 

129 

28 

157 

Harwell 

2503 

2594 

632* 

185 

817 

Hendred,  East 

3198 

1329 

351 

113 

464 

Hendred,  West 

2002 

309 

81 

27 

108 

Ilsley,  East 

3017 

412 

104 

40 

144 

Ilsley,  West 

3037 

304 

89 

17 

106 

Letcombe  Bassett 

1631 

195 

53 

15 

68 

Letcombe  Regis 

2155 

550 

143 

49 

192 

Lockinge 

3763 

198 

69 

— 

69 

Peasemore 

2049 

208 

61 

12 

73 

Sparsholt 

3329 

306 

78 

29 

107 

Upton 

1413 

369 

105 

24 

129 

Totals 

72,690 

20,467 

5,674 

1,385 

7,059 

^♦Registrar  General’s  figures  at  30th  June,  1971. 
♦These  figures  include  caravans. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Mains  water 

Estate  supplies 

Private  supplies 

Sewerage 

standpipes 

Sources 

dwellings 

Sources 

dwellings 

* 

2 

4 

Yes 

— 

2 

126 

— 

■ 

* 

2 

— 

■  . 

- 

. 

Yes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 

10 

1 

1 

Yes  (Part) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Yes 

— 

3 

20 

4 

4 

Yes 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Yes 

______ 

1 

16 

_____ 

.  . 

* 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

3 

36 

3 

5 

Yes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yes 

2 

— 

— 

4 

11 

* 

3 

2 

10 

— 

— 

Yes 

— 

1 

8 

1 

4 

Yes 

$ 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Yes 

2 

_____ 

______ 

—  .  - 

. 

Yes 

— 

1 

77 

— 

— 

* 

* 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14f 

15 

310 

26 

46 

These  figures  are  compiled  from  the  best  available  information 
and  cannot  be  regarded  as  completely  accurate. 

*Small  disposal  works  in  existence  for  serving  Council  Houses 
only. 

t  Includes  only  those  still  in  use. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICT 


During  1971  the  supply  for  the  area  was  supplied  by  the  sources 
listed  below,  the  Upton  source  being  pumped  for  a  few  days  only, 
and  samples  were  collected  as  indicated. 

Source 

Aston  Tirrold  57,  Blewbury  66,  Brightwalton  50,  Childrey 
Warren  136,  Cholsey  44,  Compton  47,  Upton  6,  Wallingford  55, 
Wantage  126,  West  Hendred  78. 

Storage  and  Distribution 

Aid  worth  Tower  2,  Aston  Tirrold  Reservoir  2,  Blewbury 
Reservoir  2,  Brightwalton  Tower  2,  Chain  Hill  Reservoir  2,  Churn 
Hill  Reservoir  2,  Farnborough  Tower  2,  Gramps  Hill  Reservoir  2, 
Hagbourne  Reservoir  7,  Hanney  Tower  1. 

Storage 

Hendred  Reservoir  2,  Hill  Bam  Reservoir  2,  Milton  Reservoir 
5,  Milton  Tower  6,  Moulsford  Reservoir  10,  Stanmore  Reservoir 
3,  Steventon  Reservoir  4,  Wallingford  Tower  2,  Tap  and  Distri¬ 
bution  System  73. 

In  all,  therefore,  798  samples  were  examined.  Of  329  raw 
water  samples,  42  showed  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms; 
whilst  of  336  final  waters,  2  fell  a  little  below  the  highest  standard 
of  bacteriological  purity,  these  occurring  when  the  very  heavy 
rainfall  during  the  middle  of  June  caused  a  deterioration  in  raw 
water  quality  at  several  sources,  chlorination  in  general  yieldinig 
waters  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  major  sources  are  given  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table,  fluoride  contents  are  low  and  the  waters  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  plumbo -solvent. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Childrey 

Aston  T.  W’ford  Wantage  Warren  Compton  Cholsey 


||  Appearance  Clear  and  Very  slightly  Clear  and  Clear  and  Clear  and  Clear  and 


bright 

Opalescent 

bright 

bright 

bright 

brighi 

Colour  (Hazen)  . 

Nil  less  than  5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Odour  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

Nil 

0.8 

0.2 

Nil 

less  than  1 

0.6 

Electrical 

Conductivity  @  20° 

420 

790 

540 

370 

460 

710 

pH 

7.5 

7.4 

7.3 

7.3 

7.8 

7.1 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

16 

31 

27 

12 

7 

40 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
(N)  . 

0.000 

0.17 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

0.000 

Albuminoid  nitrogen 
(N)  . 

0.010 

0.07 

0.005 

0.005 

0.008 

0.020 

Nitrite  (N)  . Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Permanganate  Value 
4  hrs.  at  27°C  . 

0.07 

0.28 

0.15 

0.05 

0.06 

0.23 

Iron  . <0.02 

0.18 

<0.01 

<0.02 

<0.01 

0.09 

Other  Metals . Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Carbonate  Hardness 
CaCO^  . 

200 

313 

270 

182 

208 

250 

Non  Carbonate 
Hardness  CaCOa  ... 

10 

27 

50 

26 

55 

155 

Total  Hardness 

CaCO^  . 

210 

340 

320 

208 

263 

405 

Chloride  (Cl)  . 

15.5 

37.8 

15.0 

9.5 

14.7 

35.5 

Nitrate  (N)  . 

4.0 

5.1 

4.8 

3.8 

8.7 

0.8 

Sulphate  (S04)  . 

17 

150 

34.5 

18.5 

20.0 

131 

Calcium  (Ca)  . 

81.5 

125.5 

125 

81 

103.5 

155 

Magnesium  (Mg)  . 

1.5 

6.5 

2 

1.5 

1 

4.5 

Sodium  (Na)  . 

21.5 

81 

8.2 

6.0 

8 

13.8 

Potassium  (K)  . 

1.8 

7.3 

2.0 

1.6 

3.1 

6.0 

Silica  (SiO,)  . 

16 

24 

23 

23 

10.5 

22 

Phosphate  (P04)  . 

0.04 

0.17 

0.02 

0.03 

0.07 

0.07 

Natural  Fluoride  (F) 

0.13 

0.1 

<0.1 

<0.1 

<0.1 

0.15 

Total  dissolved  solids 

275 

595 

385 

230 

320 

575 

Fluoride  Contents  of  Other  Sources 
Blewbury  <0.1 
Brightwalton  <0.1 
Cholsey  <0.1 
West  Hendred  0.35 

Results  quoted  in  parts  per  million  where  appropriate 

<  =  less  than. 
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